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Abstract

AIM: To assess the clinical significance of IKKi
protein expression in cirrhosis-related hepatocel-
lular carcinoma (HCC).

METHODS: Immunohistochemistry was used
to detect IKKi expression in 66 cirrhosis-related
HCC specimens and matched tumor-adjacent
cirrhosis specimens. The association of IKKi ex-
pression with clinical and pathological features
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of HCC was analyzed.

RESULTS: IKKi expression level was signifi-
cantly higher in cirrhosis-related HCC than in
tumor-adjacent cirrhosis tissue (P = 0.016). IKKi
expression in HCC was positively correlated
with tumor differentiation (P = 0.019, r = 0.278),
age (P = 0.034, r = 0.261), Child - Pugh classifica-
tion (P = 0.046, r =0 .246) and family history of
hepatitis B (P = 0.017, r = 0.292), but was negatively
correlated with tumor size (P = 0.011, r = -0.311).

CONCLUSION: Low expression of IKKi in HCC
implies that IKKi may prevent the evolution of
hepatitis B virus infection-viral hepatitis-cirrho-
sis-HCC.

© 2013 Baishideng. All rights reserved.
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