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In this paper the authors conducted a retrospective study to probe the role of CT and MRI for 

evaluation of lymph node metastasis in early colorectal cancer. They concluded that the short 

diameter size criteria of ≥4.1mm for lymph nodes was optimal for nodal staging in early colorectal 

cancer. Their results are instructive, but the biases caused by retrospective study such as the 

measurement bias should be discussed more detailed in the discussion.
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It is difficult that metastatic lymph nodes of colorectal cancer are diagnosed by CT or MRI. The 

conventional size criteria that the lymph node with the short diameter size of more than 7mm or 

10mm is metastatic lesion was reported that it’s diagnostic accuracy is low. It is reported that not only 

the size, lymph node metastasis diagnostic power is improved by its shape and radiological finding. 

In this study, the sample size is small; this is not a universal indicator. In addition, I have no idea why 

can you diagnose that metastatic lymph nodes are the short diameter size of more than 4.1mm with 

5mm slice CT and/or MRI. 


