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Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310003, Zhejiang Province, China

Andrew S Day, MD, Professor, Department of Paediatrics, University of Otago Christchurch, Christchurch 8041, New
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Fondazione Giovanni Pascale IRCCS, Naples 34105, Italy

Claudia P de Oliveira, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Gastroenterology, Faculdade de Medicina da Universidade
de Sao Paulo, Sdo Paulo 04126000, Brazil
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Naples 80131, Italy

Emilio De Raffele, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Dipartimento dell' Apparato Digerente, Policlinico S.Orsola-Malpighi,
University of Bologna, Bologna 40138, Italy
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Gulsum Ozlem Elpek, MD, Professor, Department of Pathology, Akdeniz University Medical School, Dumlupinar
Bulvari, Antalya 07070, Tiirkiye

Mortada H F El-Shabrawi, MD, Professor, Department of Paediatrics, Kasr Alainy School of Medicine, Cairo University,
Cairo 11562, Egypt

Hirayuki Enomoto, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, Division of Hepatobiliary and Pancreatic Disease, Department of
Internal Medicine, Hyogo College of Medicine, Nishinomiya, Hyogo 663-8501, Japan

Atilla Ertan, MD, Professor, Department of Internal Medicine, Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition
Ertan Digestive Disease Center of Excellence, University of Texas Health McGovern Medical School, Houston, TX 77030,
United States

Guy D Eslick, PhD, Professor, Centre for Digestive Health, The University of Newcastle, Newcastle, NSW 2300,
Australia

Serag M Esmat, MD, Professor, Department of Internal Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Cairo University, Cairo 11562,
Egypt

Massimiliano Fabozzi, MD, PhD, FACS, Department of Oncological Surgery, Arcispedale Santa Maria Nuova - IRCCS,
Oncological Centre of Reggio Emilia, Reggio Emilia, Emilia Romagna 42123, Italy

Daniel T Farkas, MD, Associate Professor, Department of Surgery, BronxCare Health System, Bronx, NY 10457, United
States

Matteo Fassan, MD, PhD, Department of Medicine, Surgical Pathology Unit, University of Padua, Padua 35121, Italy

Peter Ferenci, MD, Professor, Internal Medicine III, Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Medical University of Vienna,
Wien A-1090, Austria
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Hospital Universitario Fundacion Alcorcon, Service of Gastroenterology, Alcorcon, Madrid 28922, Spain

Bishideng® https:/ /wjgnet.com/1007-9327 / editorialboard VI January 14, 2026


https://wjgnet.com/1007-9327/editorialboard
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00000490
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00003863
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002605
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00003528
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00003795
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00003826
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002521
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002535
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002341
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002270
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002566
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002686
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002515
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002540
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00003783
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002272
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00000296
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00000296
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00000296
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002499
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002244
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002237

2026-2029 Editorial Board Members of World Journal of Gastroenterology

Tom Johannes Gerardus Gevers, MD, Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Department of Internal Medicine,
Maastricht University Medical Center, Maastricht, Limburg 6202 AZ, Netherlands

Paola Ghiorzo, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Internal Medicine and Medical Specialties, University of Genoa,
Genoa 16132, Italy

Luca Vittorio Gianotti, MD, PhD, Professor, School of Medicine and Surgery, University of Milano-Bicocca, Department
of Surgery, San Gerardo Hospital, Monza 20900, Italy

Wataru Gonoi, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Radiology, Graduate School of Medicine, The University
of Tokyo, Tokyo 1138655, Japan

Mark Gorrell, PhD, Professor, Liver Enzymes in Metabolism and Inflammation Program, Centenary Institute and
University of Sydney, Sydney, NSW 2006, Australia

Alberto Grassi, MD, PhD, Department of Internal Medicine and Hepatology, Infermi Hospital, Rimini 47921, Italy

Gabriele Grassi, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Life Sciences, University Hospital of Cattinara, Trieste
34149, Italy

Michal Grat, MD, PhD, Department of General, Transplant and Liver Surgery, Medical University of Warsaw, Warsaw
02-097, Poland

Antonietta Gerarda Gravina, PhD, MD, Associate Professor, Department of Precision Medicine, Gastroenterology Unit,
University of Campania "Luigi Vanvitelli", Naples 80138, Italy

Antonio Grieco, MD, Associate Professor, Liver Transplant Medicine, Fondazione Policlinico Universitario A. Gemelli
IRCCS, Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Roma, Institute of Internal Medicine, Rome 00168, Italy

Fabio Grizzi, PhD, Department of Inmunology and Inflammation, Humanitas Clinical and Research Hospital, Rozzano
20089, Italy

Samir C Grover, MD, Assistant Professor, Division of Gastroenterology, St. Michael’s Hospital, University of Toronto,
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2026-2029 Editorial Board Members of World Journal of Gastroenterology

Ping-I Hsu, MD, Professor, Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Department of Internal Medicine, Kaohsiung
Veterans General Hospital, Kaohsiung 813, Taiwan

Jun-Te Hsu, MD, Professor, Department of Surgery, Chang Gung Memorial Hospital, Taoyuan County and Chang Gung
Medicine Colledge, Taoyuan 333, Taiwan

Bing-Sheng Huang, PhD, Associate Professor, Medical Al Lab, School of Biomedical Engineering, Health Science Centre,
Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518000, Guangdong Province, China

Chang-Ming Huang, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Gastric Surgery, Fujian Medical University Union Hospital,
Fuzhou 350001, Fujian Province, China

Jia-Ling Huang, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Pathology, Geisinger Medical Center, Geisinger
Commonwealth School of Medicine, 100 N Academy Ave, Danville, PA 17822, United States

Calogero Iacono, MD, Associate Professor, Department of Surgical Sciences, Dentistry, Gynecology and Pedjiatrics,
Division of General and Hepatobiliary Surgery, University of Verona, Verona 37134, Italy

Mostafa Ibrahim, MD, Assistant Professor, Department of Gastroenterology, Hepatopancreatology and Digestive
Oncology, Erasme Hospital, Brussels B-1070, Belgium

Enzo Ierardi, MD, Associate Professor, Section of Gastroenterology, Department of Emergency and Organ
Transplantation, University of Bari, Bari, BA 70124, Italy

Masahiro lIizuka, MD, PhD, Akita Health Care Center, Akita Red Cross Hospital, Akita City, Akita 010-0001, Japan

Yoshihiro Ikura, MD, Professor, Department of Pathology, Takatsuki General Hospital, Takatsuki, Osaka Prefecture 569-
1192, Japan

Hiroyuki Imaeda, MD, Professor, Department of Gastroenterology, Saitama Medical University, Iruma-gun, Saitama
350-0495, Japan

Kazuaki Inoue, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Internal Medicine, Division of Gastroenterology, Showa
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2026-2029 Editorial Board Members of World Journal of Gastroenterology

Jeong Won Jang, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, Internal Medicine, The Catholic University of Korea, Seoul 06591, South
Korea

Kalpesh Jani, MD, Department of Gastrointestinal and Minimal Access Surgery, Vadodara Institute of Gastrointestinal
and Obesity Surgery, Vadodara, Gujarat 390011, India

Harindra Jayasekara, MD, PhD, Melbourne School of Population and Global Health, The University of Melbourne,
Melbourne, Victoria 3010, Australia

Robert Thomas Jensen, MD, Digestive Diseases Branch, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, CA 20892, United States

Guang Ji, MD, PhD, Professor, Institute of Digestive Diseases, Longhua Hospital, Shanghai University of Traditional
Chinese Medicine, Shanghai 200032, China

Wei Jiang, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Gastroenterology, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University, Shanghai
200032, China

Miguel Jiménez Pérez, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, UGC de Aparato Digestivo, Unidad de Hepatologia-Trasplante
Hepatico, Hospital Regional Universitario de Malaga, Malaga 29010, Spain

Young Do Jung, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Chonnam National Universtiy Medical School,
Jeonnam 58138, South Korea

Satoru Kakizaki, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Associate Professor, Department of Internal Medicine, Division of
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Gunma University Graduate School of Medicine, Maebashi 3718511, Japan

Hiroteru Kamimura, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Niigata University
Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences, Chuo-ku, Niigata 951-8510, Japan

Georgios Karamanolis, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Gastroenterology, Medical School, National and
Kapodistrian University of Athens, Athens 11527, Greece

Rashmi Kaul, PhD, Professor, Department of Biochemistry and Microbiology, Oklahoma State University-Center for
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2026-2029 Editorial Board Members of World Journal of Gastroenterology

Hideaki Kinugasa, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Okayama
University Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama 700-8558, Japan

Yasuhiro Koga, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Gastroenterology, Tokai University School of Medicine, Isehara,
Kanagawa 259-1193, Japan

Bledar Kraja, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Biomedical Sciences, Physiology Section, Faculty of Medicine,
University Hospital Center Mother Teresa, University Clinic of Gastrohepatology, Tirana 1001, Albania

Wolfgang Kreisel, MD, Department of Medicine II, Gastroenterology, Hepatology, Endocrinology, and Infectious
Diseases, Faculty of Medicine, Medical Center - University of Freiburg, Freiburg 79106, Germany

Somashekar G Krishna, MD, Professor, Associate Professor, Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition,
The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, Dublin, OH 43017, United States

Veerapol Kukongviriyapan, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Pharmacology, Faculty of Medicine, Khon Kaen
University, Muang, Khon Kaen 40002, Thailand

Vincenzo La Mura, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Pathophysiology and Transplantation, University of
Milan, Fondazione IRCCS Ca' Granda, Ospedale Maggiore Policlinico-University of Milan, Milan 20122, Italy

Quirino Lai, MD, PhD, Transplant Unit, Sapienza University of Rome, Rome 00161, Italy

Daniela Cornelia Lazar, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Internal Medicine I, The University of Medicine and
Pharmacy “Victor Babes” Timisoara, Timisoara 300041, Romania

Vijittra Leardkamolkarn, PhD, Professor, Associate Professor, Department of Anatomy, Mahidol University, Bangkok
10400, Thailand
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Abstract

Colorectal cancer (CRC) with lung oligometastases, particularly in the presence of
extrapulmonary disease, poses considerable therapeutic challenges in clinical
practice. We have carefully studied the multicenter study by Hu et al, which eva-
luated the survival outcomes of patients with metastatic CRC who received
image-guided thermal ablation (IGTA). These findings provide valuable clinical
evidence supporting IGTA as a feasible, minimally invasive approach and under-
score the prognostic significance of metastatic distribution. However, the study by
Hu et al has several limitations, including that not all pulmonary lesions were
pathologically confirmed, postoperative follow-up mainly relied on dynamic con-
trast-enhanced computed tomography, no comparative analysis was performed
with other local treatments, and the impact of other imaging features on efficacy
and prognosis was not evaluated. Future studies should include complete patho-
logical confirmation, integrate functional imaging and radiomics, and use pros-
pective multicenter collaboration to optimize patient selection standards for IGTA
treatment, strengthen its clinical evidence base, and ultimately promote individu-
alized decision-making for patients with metastatic CRC.

Key Words: Colorectal cancer; Lung oligometastases; Extrapulmonary metastases; Image-
guided thermal ablation; Dynamic contrast-enhanced computed tomography; Functional
imaging
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Core Tip: Colorectal cancer with lung oligometastases, especially when accompanied by extrapulmonary lesions, remains a
major therapeutic challenge. Image-guided thermal ablation is a potentially effective minimally invasive local therapy, but
current practice has several limitations: The absence of pathological confirmation for some metastatic sites, follow-up
dependency on dynamic contrast-enhanced-computed tomography and vulnerability to inflammatory interference, a lack of
control groups receiving other standard local treatments, and small sample sizes in certain subgroups. Future studies should
improve pathological sampling, incorporate functional imaging, such as fluorodeoxyglucose positron emission tomogra-
phy/computed tomography, and increase the sample size to provide more reliable evidence for individualized therapy.
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TO THE EDITOR

We read with great interest the recent paper entitled “Extrapulmonary metastases impact survival outcomes of thermal
ablation for colorectal lung oligometastases: A multicenter study”[1]. In this study, Hu et al[1] conducted a multicenter
study of significant academic and clinical importance. The authors systematically evaluated survival outcomes in patients
with metastatic colorectal cancer (CRC) who underwent image-guided thermal ablation (IGTA) and focused on progno-
stic differences among lung oligometastases combined with various patterns of extrapulmonary metastases, providing
key real-world data and valuable clinical insights for this special population.

CRC is among the most common lethal malignancies worldwide and frequently metastasizes to the lungs[2,3]. Local
treatment strategies for lung oligometastases include surgical resection, stereotactic body radiotherapy (SBRT), and IGTA
[4,5]. However, for patients who also have extrapulmonary metastases, clinical decision-making is particularly complex.
Traditional approaches generally recommend systemic therapy as the primary treatment, and high-quality evidence
regarding the true value and candidate population for local therapy remains unclear[3,6-8]. In this context, the multi-
center study by Hu et al[1], which used strict inclusion criteria and a standardized core procedural protocol, demon-
strated the feasibility and safety of IGTA in clinical practice and provided strong real-world support for its application in
patients with colorectal lung oligometastases. The authors further analyzed the relationship between metastatic distri-
bution and prognosis and reported that patients with liver-only metastases had significantly better overall survival and
progression-free survival than those with other extrapulmonary metastases did. These findings highlight metastatic
distribution as an independent prognostic factor, guiding whether IGTA should be incorporated into comprehensive
treatment and laying the foundation for future prospective research. However, after careful review, we found that the
study has several limitations that may affect the rigor of its conclusions and its clinical applicability. Therefore, we
propose and discuss possible solutions to guide improvements in future research.

First, some pulmonary metastatic lesions lacked pathological confirmation. Imaging features of benign and malignant
nodules can overlap, whereas histology or cytology remains the diagnostic gold standard[9,10]. Relying solely on
computed tomography (CT) findings may introduce diagnostic bias, influence the choice of local treatment, and reduce
the reliability of survival analyses[11]. Second, postoperative follow-up and efficacy assessment depended on dynamic
contrast-enhanced CT (DCE-CT). Notably, DCE-CT may cause certain adverse reactions, including allergic responses to
iodinated contrast agents, contrast-induced nephropathy in patients with impaired renal function, and potential thyroid
dysfunction[12,13]. Severe renal insufficiency, known iodine allergy, and pregnancy are also considered major contrain-
dications for this examination[14]. Although DCE-CT is recommended by the European Society of Medical Oncology and
is valuable for assessing local control, postoperative inflammation, scarring, and nonmalignant changes following
ablation are difficult to distinguish from recurrent or residual tumors when DCE-CT alone is used, which may lead to
false-positive or false-negative results[15-18]. Functional imaging modalities such as fluorodeoxyglucose positron
emission tomography (FDG-PET)/CT and diffusion-weighted magnetic resonance imaging have demonstrated high
sensitivity and specificity for evaluating local treatment response, and previous studies suggest that combining
volumetric and functional imaging can further improve accuracy[19-22]. Therefore, the exclusive reliance on DCE-CT in
this study may limit the ability to fully reflect lesion activity and treatment response. Third, this study did not include
other local treatment modalities as control groups. Recent studies have shown that IGTA achieves similar efficacy to
surgery or SBRT in treating CRC lung metastases[23-25]. These findings highlight the need for future large-scale
prospective randomized trials to clarify the relative advantages and indications of IGTA in multimodal therapy. Fourth,
the imaging analysis focused mainly on the number and size of metastases while neglecting malignant features that
indicate tumor aggressiveness, such as margin infiltration, necrosis extent, and morphological irregularities. Recent
studies have confirmed that these features are associated with early recurrence and prognosis after IGTA[26-29]. The
incorporation of such imaging characteristics can significantly improve predictive modeling performance and help
accurately identify high-risk patients[26,30]. Finally, some extrapulmonary metastatic subgroups had relatively small
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sample sizes. For example, few patients had bone or abdominopelvic metastases, which may introduce selection bias and
reduce the stability of hazard ratio estimates in multivariable analysis. Although the authors performed center-specific
sensitivity analyses, the small sample size inevitably limited the statistical power.

To address these shortcomings, future research should strengthen the evidence base and further define the clinical
value of IGTA in patients with metastatic CRC. Pathological confirmation of all metastatic lesions should be incorporated
at enrollment, percutaneous biopsy or surgical sampling should be used, and molecular pathology and genomic testing
should be combined to support precision therapy and targeted drug selection[31]. Follow-up assessments should
integrate multimodal functional imaging, including FDG-PET/CT and PET/magnetic resonance imaging, to achieve
more comprehensive and objective surveillance[10,32]. For treatment comparison, prospective studies should add patient
cohorts receiving surgical resection or SBRT as control groups to clarify the advantages and indications of IGTA within a
multidisciplinary framework[33]. Moreover, with the rapid development of artificial intelligence and radiomics,
combining high-dimensional imaging features such as lesion morphology, texture, and spatial distribution and using
deep learning methods to construct predictive models are recommended. This approach may help identify potential high-
risk lesions before treatment, predict postoperative local control and long-term recurrence risk, and guide individualized
therapeutic decisions[10,34,35]. Expanding the overall sample size and increasing subgroup numbers through multire-
gional and multinational collaboration will further improve statistical robustness and allow the exploration of additional
prognostic factors and practical stratified treatment strategies.

In conclusion, the multicenter study by Hu et al[1] demonstrates that IGTA, as a minimally invasive, repeatable, and
well-tolerated local treatment, can achieve effective local control while reducing complications, providing important
clinical evidence for patients with CRC and lung oligometastases. However, limitations in pathological confirmation,
imaging follow-up, study design, and subgroup sample size may weaken the reliability and generalizability of the
conclusions. Future research combining pathological verification with advanced functional imaging technologies such as
FDG-PET/CT and PET/magnetic resonance imaging, together with optimized study design and larger sample validation,
will significantly improve the accuracy of IGTA efficacy assessment and optimize patient selection for CRC treatment. We
believe that implementing these improvements will offer higher-quality evidence for individualized therapy in patients
with CRC and lung oligometastases and represent an important step forward in advancing translational medical
research.
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