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Does this manuscript report an 
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Conclusion Minor revision 

Re-review Yes 

Peer-reviewer statements 
Peer-Review: Anonymous 

Conflicts-of-Interest: No 

 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In the abstract section, add findings of the study: The abstract serves as a summary of 

the entire study. To improve it, include key findings such as statistical results, patterns, 

or insights that were revealed during the study. Clearly highlight the primary outcome, 

significant data points, or any conclusions drawn, ensuring that they align with the 

research objectives. Add motivation to the introduction section: The motivation explains 

why the research was undertaken. It should include the real-world importance of the 

topic, existing gaps in the literature, or pressing challenges that the study addresses. 

Clearly outline how this research contributes to the field or solves a specific problem. 

Add an abbreviation section before the references: An abbreviation section lists and 

defines all abbreviations and acronyms used in the paper, ensuring clarity for readers. 

Place this section before the references, formatted alphabetically, for easy access and 

understanding. Statistical methodology is not clear; kindly revise the entire paragraph: 

The statistical methodology section must precisely describe the techniques used for data 

collection, analysis, and interpretation. Specify the statistical tests applied, software used, 

and why these methods were chosen. Include details about sample size, assumptions, 
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and validation procedures for reproducibility. Criteria for including articles/authenticity 

of the articles included in the research is not clear: Specify the inclusion criteria, such as 

relevance to the research question, publication timeframe, or peer-reviewed status, 

ensuring transparency in article selection. Clearly state how the authenticity of articles 

(e.g., source credibility, journal impact) was assessed. Including and excluding criteria is 

not clear: Provide detailed inclusion and exclusion criteria for selecting data or articles, 

such as age group, disease status, study design, or geographic focus. Explain how 

irrelevant or low-quality data were excluded to ensure consistency and rigor. Add some 

updated studies for the literature: a. Prevalence of COVID-19 among patients with 

chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and tuberculosis: Incorporate recent findings that 

explore how these comorbidities influence the prevalence or severity of COVID-19. b. 

Role of the immune system sounds good: Expand on the immune system's role, 

incorporating updated studies, mechanisms, and its connection to the research focus. 

Role of immune system sounds good: Further develop this section by detailing immune 

responses, pathways, or factors relevant to the study. Include updated and 

peer-reviewed evidence for a robust discussion. The conclusion sounds good: Since the 

conclusion is already strong, ensure it succinctly summarizes the study’s findings, 

implications, and potential future directions without adding new information. 
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No 

Does this manuscript report an 
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Re-review Yes 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Dear author, I have read your manuscript titled "COVID-19 Management in Patients 

with Comorbid Conditions" with great interest. Overall, it is a comprehensive and 

informative paper that makes a valuable contribution to the field of COVID-19 research. 

However, there are several areas where improvements could be made to enhance the 

quality and impact of the manuscript. Firstly, in the methodology section, it would be 

beneficial to provide more details about the search strategy used for the literature review. 

For example, you could mention the specific search terms used in each database and any 

limitations or filters applied. This would help readers to better understand the scope and 

comprehensiveness of the review. Additionally, it would be useful to state the criteria 

for including or excluding studies in more detail. This would enhance the transparency 

and reproducibility of the research. Secondly, in the results section, while the data is 

presented clearly, it could be further enhanced by providing more in-depth analysis. For 

example, when discussing the factors associated with hospitalization and duration, you 

could explore the potential mechanisms underlying these associations. This would add 

more depth and understanding to the findings. Also, when presenting the results of 
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different treatment modalities, it would be helpful to compare and contrast their 

effectiveness and safety profiles in more detail. This would assist clinicians in making 

more informed decisions about treatment options. Thirdly, in the discussion section, it 

would be beneficial to expand on the limitations of the current research. For example, 

you could discuss the potential biases in the studies included in the review and how 

these may have influenced the results. Additionally, you could explore the implications 

of the findings for future research directions. This would help to guide further research 

in the field. Finally, in terms of the overall structure and organization of the manuscript, 

it could be improved by ensuring a more seamless flow between the different sections. 

For example, the transition from the introduction to the methodology and then to the 

results could be made smoother. This would enhance the readability and coherence of 

the paper. In conclusion, your manuscript has significant potential, and with the 

suggested improvements, it could make an even more valuable contribution to the 

understanding and management of COVID-19 in patients with comorbid conditions. I 

look forward to seeing the revised version of the manuscript. Best regards, 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Structure and Organization The overall structure of the article is clear, but certain 

sections could benefit from further improvement in terms of organization and logical 

flow. For example: Section division: The parts on "Immunosuppressive Drugs" and 

"Immunomodulatory Treatments" could be divided into smaller subsections, specifically 

discussing the mechanisms of action, therapeutic effects, and potential side effects of 

each drug category. Conclusion: A brief summary could be added at the end to 

summarize the pros and cons of various drugs and offer suggestions for future research. 

Scientific Rigor Evidence Support: The references and data cited in the article are 

comprehensive, but at times the description of certain studies is too brief. It is 

recommended to provide more detail on the scale, methods, and limitations of some 

studies when mentioning their results. For example, regarding the "RECOVERY trial," it 

would be beneficial to further clarify key details such as participant characteristics, 

sample size, and other important information to better assess the generalizability and 

representativeness of the study. Side Effects Discussion: When discussing drug side 

effects, a more detailed explanation of their mechanisms is needed, especially regarding 
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drug interactions. For example, a deeper exploration of how the use of steroids and 

immunosuppressants can lead to issues such as "cytokine storms" and diabetes would be 

beneficial, including the physiological mechanisms involved. Language and Expression 

Grammar and Terminology: The language in the article is generally clear, but some 

sentences could be simplified to enhance readability. For example, "This inflammatory 

state also changes endothelial permeability, resulting in endothelial barrier dysfunction 

causing more pro-inflammatory cytokines to leak through and perpetuate the 

inflammatory response" can be rephrased as: "This inflammatory state changes 

endothelial permeability, leading to endothelial barrier dysfunction, which causes more 

pro-inflammatory cytokines to leak, further exacerbating the inflammatory response." 

Consistency of Terminology: The article covers multiple immunomodulators and their 

mechanisms, and it is recommended to ensure consistency in terminology to avoid using 

different terms for the same concept, especially when describing the same class of drugs. 

Additional Details Discussion of CRISPR/Cas13: The discussion on CRISPR/Cas13 is 

somewhat brief. It is suggested to expand this section by providing a more detailed 

explanation of the potential applications of CRISPR/Cas13 in SARS-CoV-2 infections, 

along with more experimental data supporting its effectiveness. Role of Supplements: 

When discussing the role of supplements such as vitamin C and vitamin D, it would be 

helpful to provide more empirical research findings. For instance, regarding EGCG and 

green tea, it would strengthen the discussion to cite relevant clinical or experimental 

data. References and Data Updates Citations: The references cited in the article cover 

many important research findings, but some data may be outdated. It is recommended 

to check for more recent studies to ensure the references reflect the latest scientific 

advances. Data Support: When mentioning the effects of certain drugs, it would enhance 

the credibility of the article to provide specific clinical research data or trial results (e.g., 

effect size, degree of clinical improvement, etc.). Role of Vitamin D in the Respiratory 
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System Importance of Vitamin D: Vitamin D plays a key role in maintaining immune 

system health, particularly in the immune function of the respiratory system. Vitamin D 

deficiency is a common global health issue, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

where patients with vitamin D deficiency are more susceptible to infection and severe 

COVID-19 outcomes. It is recommended to strengthen the discussion of the role of 

vitamin D in the respiratory system, especially in COVID-19 patients with vitamin D 

deficiency.  
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

1. Article Structure Introduction and Background: The background section effectively 

introduces the global impact of SARS-CoV-2 and the urgency of the pandemic, 

highlighting the risks for vulnerable populations. It could further strengthen the brief 

review of COVID-19 epidemiology, particularly regarding the impact of specific diseases 

(such as COPD, heart disease, diabetes, etc.), to provide more background support for 

the subsequent discussion. Treatment Methods and Current Status: The treatment 

section clearly outlines various treatment options, particularly immunomodulatory and 

antiviral drugs. The summary of current treatment options and the corresponding 

challenges demonstrates the author's deep understanding of current medical practices. 

Future Research Directions: The article clearly presents future research directions, 

especially the optimization of treatments for vulnerable populations and the study of 
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long-term vaccine effects. This provides actionable recommendations for related 

research. 2. Content Accuracy Immunomodulatory and Antiviral Drugs: The selection of 

drugs (such as immunomodulatory and antiviral drugs) is valuable, but further data on 

the specific drug effects and mechanisms should be added. For example, the effects and 

side effects of corticosteroids (such as dexamethasone) could be more thoroughly 

explained, along with clinical evidence of their mechanisms and applicable populations. 

Vaccine Efficacy: The discussion on vaccine efficacy mentions the challenges posed by 

new variants, but lacks a comparative analysis of different types of vaccines. For 

example, a comparison of mRNA vaccines and viral vector vaccines, as well as vaccine 

adjustments for variants, would be worth adding. Virus Variants: The article mentions 

the challenges of viral mutations but does not delve into the impact of different variants 

(such as Delta and Omicron). Further research could explore the clinical manifestations 

and immune escape characteristics of these variants. 3. Clarity of Expression Word 

Precision: Overall, the language is clear and concise, making it easy to understand. 

However, certain phrases could be further refined. For example, “severe side effects in 

certain populations” could be changed to “serious adverse effects in specific populations” 

to make it more academic. Paragraph Transitions: Some transitions between paragraphs 

could be slightly adjusted. For example, after discussing the role of vaccines, there could 

be a direct transition to the discussion of vulnerable populations and treatment 

optimization, enhancing logical coherence. 4. Future Research Directions Treatment 

Protocol Optimization: The article already proposes optimizing treatment protocols for 

vulnerable populations, which is highly valuable. It could further suggest prospective 

studies on different drug combination therapies, especially for specific groups. For 

instance, the combined use of immunosuppressive treatments and antiviral therapies to 

enhance clinical outcomes could be explored. Long-Term Vaccine Effects: Exploring the 

long-term effects of vaccines is an important research direction. It would be beneficial to 
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suggest more cohort studies focusing on the long-term impact of vaccines on the 

immune system, particularly in populations with pre-existing immune impairments 

(such as patients undergoing cancer treatment or elderly populations). Social Distancing 

and Non-Pharmaceutical Interventions: Regarding non-pharmaceutical interventions 

such as social distancing, future research should consider evaluating the long-term 

socio-economic impacts of these measures and explore how they can be efficiently 

implemented during future pandemics. 5. Specific Suggestions for Improvement Include 

More Clinical Data in the Treatment Section: It would be useful to provide more clinical 

data comparisons of different treatment methods, especially in the areas of 

immunomodulatory drugs and antiviral therapies, to help readers understand the 

practical effects of these treatments. Deepen the Discussion on Vaccine Research: For 

different types of vaccines and their effects, it is recommended to include more recent 

clinical trial data, especially regarding vaccine efficacy against variants. Detailed 

Explanation of Side Effects: When discussing drug side effects, particularly for 

immunosuppressive and antiviral drugs, a more detailed explanation is needed 

regarding which specific populations may be at higher risk, providing clinicians with 

clear guidance.  

 


