
Supplementary Table 1 Reasons for exclusion of studies (Preferred Reporting Items 

for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses 16B) 

Author Summary of the excluded studies 

Merchant et al[1] (2018) This article was excluded because it focused on preferences 

for oral fluid rapid HIV self-testing among social media-

using young black, Hispanic, and white men-who-have-

sex-with-men (YMSM) compared to other currently 

available HIV testing options, rather than comparing 

preferences between oral and blood-based HIVST among 

actual users, which is the focus of the inclusion criteria. 

Luo et al[2] 2013 This article was excluded because it focused on the 

comparison of HIV oral fluid and plasma antibody results 

during early infection in a longitudinal Nigerian cohort, 

rather than evaluating user preferences for oral versus 

blood-based HIV self-testing among actual users as 

specified in the inclusion criteria. 

Balan et al[3] 2020 The article does not provide a clear comparison between 

oral and blood-based HIV self-testing preferences, which is 

required by the inclusion criteria. This article was excluded 

because it does not focus on the preferences of oral- versus 

blood-based HIV self-testing among actual users. Instead, 

it investigates the acceptability of blood-based testing in 

relation to oral swabs if other sexually transmitted 

infections (STIs) can be detected, which does not meet the 

specific inclusion criteria. 

Frye et al[4] 2015 Instead, the study explores preferences for various HIV test 

characteristics, including newer options such as mobile unit 

testing, one-minute testing, at-home or self-testing, and 



couples HIV testing and counseling among young Black 

MSM and transgender women.  

Tan et al[5] 2021 This article is excluded because it focuses on perceptions of 

HIV self-testing (HIVST) among heterosexual men and 

does not compare oral versus blood-based HIVST. In 

addition, the article does not include actual users of oral 

and blood-based HIVST, which is one of the inclusion 

criteria. 

Obieze-Umeh et al[6] 2021 This article is excluded because it focuses on the preferences 

for HIV self-testing among young people in Nigeria and 

does not compare oral versus blood-based HIVST. It also 

does not include actual users of oral and blood-based 

HIVST, which is one of the inclusion criteria. 

Kelvin et al[7] 2016 This article is excluded because it discusses the 

acceptability and anticipated use of a self-administered at-

home oral HIV test among South Africans, but does not 

compare oral versus blood-based HIV self-testing. In 

addition, the article does not include actual users of oral 

and blood-based HIVST, which is one of the inclusion 

criteria. 

Indravudh et al[8] 2017 This article is excluded because it does not compare oral 

versus blood-based HIV self-testing (HIVST), one of the 

inclusion criteria. While it identifies young people's 

preferences for HIVST delivery in Malawi and Zimbabwe, 

it does not report on actual use of either oral or blood-based 

HIVST among the participants. HIVST preference was also 

measured qualitatively 



Kelvin et al[9] 2018 The study includes comparison of HIV test uptake between 

provider-administered rapid blood HIV test and a self-

administered oral rapid HIV test with provider supervision 

in the clinic, as well as offering test kits for home use. 

Miners et al[10] 2019 The article was excluded from the PRISMA 16B appendix 

because it does not focus on the preferences of oral- versus 

blood-based HIV self-testing among actual users. Instead, 

it examines how different HIV testing characteristics affect 

the choice of testing options, including remote testing, 

among men who have sex with men (MSM) in the United 

Kingdom, using an online questionnaire-based discrete 

choice experiment. Therefore, it does not meet the inclusion 

criteria of the review 

HIVST: HIV self-testing; PRISMA: Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and 

Meta-Analyses. 
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