Supplementary material

A subgroup analysis by cancer type was performed to assess the prognostic
significance of T cell immunoglobulin and mucin-domain containing-3 (TIM3)
in different types of upper gastrointestinal (GI) tract tumors. High expression
of TIM3 was associated with worse prognosis in esophageal cancer and gastric
cancer (Supplementary Figures 1-2). Specifically, in esophageal cancer, over
expression of TIM3 was associated with shorter survival and higher risk of
recurrence (Supplementary Figure 1). In gastric cancer, TIM3 positive
expression was associated with poorer survival and higher risk of death
(Supplementary Figure 2). These results suggest the potential prognostic role
of TIM3 in different types of upper GI tract tumors. In addition, there were two
literatures, the data of which was obviously biased. To illustrate the situation,
we showed the result after removing these two literatures (Supplementary
Figure 3). The result of Supplementary Figure 3 showed that high expression
of TIM3 was significantly associated with poorer survival in upper GI tumors,

this figure clearly demonstrates the prognostic value of TIM3 in upper GI

tumors.
Study %
ID HR (95% CI) Weight
Shan et al2!](2016) - E 1.00 (0.93, 1.07) 30.14
Hou et all?21(2017) -~ 1.10 (0.29, 4.16) 8.86
Duan et alt2](2018) > ! 0.41 (0.15, 1.10) 12.72
Hong et all24(2019) —_— 1.60 (1.13, 2.27) 25.99
Zhao et all51(2020) | — 2.62 (1.57,4.37)  22.29
Overall (I-squared = 82.5%, P = 0.000) <> 1.26 (0.79, 2.01) 100.00
NOTE: Weights are from random effects analysis
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Supplementary Figure 1 Forest plot for the T cell immunoglobulin and
mucin-domain containing-3 expression on overall survival in esophageal

cancer.
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Study %

ID HR (95% CI) Weight
Jiang et alt’}(2013) "E 1.00 (0.98, 1.02) 33.88
Wang et all*®1(2018) :—4-— 1.39 (1.08, 1.81) 29.12
Chen et al20(2022) | —— 1.70 (1.14, 2.53) 24.38
Park et alt?}(2021) + : 0.30 (0.13, 0.68) 12.62
Overall (I-squared = 85.9%, £ = 0.000) < E 1.08 (0.74, 1.56) 100.00
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Supplementary Figure 2 Forest plot for the T cell immunoglobulin and
mucin-domain containing-3 expression, in relation to overall survival in

gastric cancer.
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Supplementary Figure 3 Forest plot for T cell immunoglobulin and mucin-

domain containing-3 expression vs overall survival in upper gastrointestinal

cancer after the removal of two literatures.
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