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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

I thank Huang et.al. for the article. I read with interest about the changes in the trends in 

hepatocellular carcinoma in three regions. However, I have some questions and 

criticisms. 

1. Why only these three countries/regions were selected for the study although cancer 

registry may be available in other countries as well.  

2. How was cohort effect rate ratio calculated? Stating the formula in the article will help 

the readers. 
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3. In figure 2,3 and 4, what does the rate ratio, CILo and CIHi stand for and how was it 

calculated? These abbreviations should be defined in the image description. 

4. The article states that Taiwan has nationwide hepatitis B vaccination program 

launched in 2003. Is there data to prove that the program had reduced the incidence of 

hepatitis B in Taiwan? What is the incidence of hepatitis C in Taiwan? Has it increased 

over the period that HBV infection has decreased? 

5. The article states that HCV is more prominent in Poland than HBV; and the decrease 

in incidence in Poland is predominantly because of decrease in hepatitis B incidence. 

Since there is no vaccination for HCV and no national wide antiviral therapy program, 

what is the evidence that lowering the incidence of HBV has reduced HCC incidence? 

6.What is the role of antiviral therapy and liver transplantation in these countries in 

reducing the incidence of HCC? 

7. The authors state that metabolic and alcoholic liver disease in increasing in other 

countries as well. Is there any data to prove that the incidence of HCC is increasing due 

to these diseases. Most of these diseases are early stage and HCC may not be associated 

with it. 

8.. The incidence of HCC in these three regions should be stated in tables, as well. 

Comparative tables should be provided for the intervention that has reduced the 

incidence in a region, if available.  

Overall, the article needs to well-illustrated, so that it can be easily understood by the 

readers and repetition of information should be avoided.  


