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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
Sun J et al. reviewed stem cell markers for liver cancer. Overall manuscript is well written, but it
needs additional figure for supporting the text. In the section 2, the marker list does not consistent
with the order of the Table. In the section 3, additional figure should be presented for
understanding the hierarchy of the cancer stem cells. In the section 3, the knowledge from basic
research and clinical research should be divided in order to make them clear.
Squares are
spreading everywhere. Please use proper font.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
This review article provides a good overview of cancer stem cell markers in HCC. 1. As alluded to
in the Introduction, the cell of origin of HCC remains uncertain. Although, there is one school of
thought, which suggests that all HCCs are derived from progenitor cells, there are also studies
suggesting that HCCs may be derived from mature hepatocytes. In the latter scenario, features of
“stemness” may represent de-differentiation rather than cell of origin. Although a consideration of
HCC histiogenesis is not the main aim of this review article, some consideration of this issue might
nevertheless be appropriate. 2. Some of the markers discussed (e.g. CD44, ICAM-1) appear to have
properties primarily associated with more aggressive behaviour rather than specifically being
features of “stemness.” 3. No mention is made of biliary epithelial markers such as CK7 or CK19,
which are often used as markers of a progenitor cell phenotype in HCC
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