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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This letter introduces a study on the combination of radiofrequency ablation (RFA) and

capecitabine maintenance therapy in patients with colorectal cancer and pulmonary

oligometastasis, which resulted in higher five-year overall survival (OS) and five-year

local tumor progression rate. This indicates that capecitabine can effectively remove
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residual micro metastases after radiofrequency ablation, which helps to control tumor
progression. This provides guidance for clinical treatment, but the rigor of the argument
is insufficient and further improvement and supplementary evidence are needed.

1.The relevance of this issue to prevention is low. It is recommended that the author
change the title to be more relevant to the topic.

2.The cited references are not comprehensive and specific enough, and the explanation
of the purpose is not clear enough to fully demonstrate the uniqueness and importance
of this study. Further improvement and emphasis are needed in this issue.

3.The article only mentions the research results of Li et al (World J Gastroenterol 2025; In
press), which have randomness and population differences. Can the author supplement
multi-center clinical research cases.

4.The safety and applicability of adding capecitabine for maintenance therapy after
radiofrequency ablation need further investigation, which is important for practical
clinical application. In addition, is there an alternative plan for maintaining capecitabine
treatment.

5.What is the mechanism by which capecitabine can effectively remove residual micro
metastases after radiofrequency ablation, and can the author further elaborate on it. Is a
similar treatment strategy feasible for cancers other than colorectal cancer, or for cases
where colorectal cancer has oligometastases to organs other than the lungs.

6.A brief description of the clinical information of the samples included in the study is
required. It needs to reduce the preference for age, gender, personal disease history,
treatment history, etc. among patients in different groups.

7.1 suggest the author to provide an objective analysis of the limitations of this issue.
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While the manuscript addresses a clinically important topic the prevention of recurrence
in colorectal cancer lung oligometastases through the combination of radiofrequency

ablation (RFA) and capecitabine maintenance therapy I have several concerns that limit

its suitability for publication.
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First, the primary weakness of the submission lies in its lack of originality. The letter
largely restates and summarizes the findings of Li et al. without offering substantial new
insights, hypotheses, or data. A Letter to the Editor is expected to extend discussion by
providing critical appraisal, highlighting overlooked limitations, or raising novel clinical
or scientific considerations. In its present form, the manuscript does not move beyond
reiteration of already-published results, which diminishes its value to the readership.
Second, the critique of the cited study’s limitations is minimal. Although the author
notes the retrospective design, the discussion of weaknesses such as patient selection
bias, heterogeneity in treatment modalities, lack of prospective validation, and potential
confounding variables is superficial at best. A more thorough appraisal of these issues
would have given the letter a stronger critical dimension. Without deeper evaluation, the
manuscript reads more as a summary than a meaningful academic commentary.

Third, the presentation has stylistic and structural shortcomings. The abstract is
unusually long for a Letter to the Editor and adopts a research-style IMRaD format
rather than a concise, focused summary. The tone is at times overly promotional (e.g.,
“prevention is profoundly more effective than cure”), which detracts from the scientific
neutrality expected in academic correspondence. Streamlining the text to eliminate
redundancy and ensuring a more objective tone would be necessary for any potential
revision.

Fourth, although the references are current and relevant, they do not add a unique
perspective. The author has not identified overlooked studies or synthesized the
evidence in a way that provides fresh interpretation. This further limits the manuscript’s
contribution.

In summary, while the clinical question addressed is highly relevant, the manuscript
does not achieve the originality, critical depth, or scholarly contribution expected for

publication in the World Journal of Gastroenterology. It provides little beyond what has
8
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already been published and lacks the analytical rigor needed to justify acceptance.



