
Reviewers’ comments addressal Sheet

Reviewer #1:

1. Introduction Section (1) First, according to grammar and spelling modifications, in the
second paragraph, "invitro" should be "in vitro". In addition, no other obvious grammar
or spelling errors were found throughout the article.

Response: Thank you for your valuable comment; the word invitro has been corrected to in
vitro, and the changes have been highlighted in the revised manuscript.

(2) Second, in terms of logical modifications: in the third paragraph, for clarity, the phrase
"tumour mass dormancy and cancer cell dormancy (CCD)" can be changed to "tumour
mass dormancy, also known as angiogenic dormancy, and cancer cell dormancy (CCD)".

Response: Tumor mass dormancy and cancer cell dormancy are distinct terms. Tumor mass
dormancy is a broader concept that includes dormancy arising from various factors. If dormancy
results from insufficient vascularization, it is called angiogenic dormancy. Conversely, if it
arises due to immune responses, it is termed immunogenic dormancy. We have edited the
sentence for clarity and highlighted it in the revised manuscript.

(3) In the fifth paragraph, the sentence "Each of these factors may contribute differently to
the initiation of dormancy, making it difficult to create accurate models" can be changed to
"Each of these factors may contribute differently to the induction of dormancy, making it
challenging to develop accurate models".

Response: The mentioned sentence "Each of these factors may contribute differently to the
initiation of dormancy, making it difficult to create accurate models" has been rephrased to
“Each of these factors may contribute differently to the induction of dormancy, making it
challenging to develop accurate models" according to the reviewers’ comment and has been
highlighted in the revised manuscript.

(4) In the eighth paragraph, when listing the key factors and signaling pathways involved
in CRC cell dormancy, it is recommended to add commas between each factor and
pathway to increase readability.

Response: In the eighth paragraph, we have added commas between each factor and signaling
pathway involved in CRC cell dormancy to increase readability. This change has been
highlighted in the revised manuscript.

(5) Finally, in the last paragraph, the sentence "By highlighting the key molecules and their
respective pathways involved in cell dormancy in CRC, this editorial aims to not only
improve treatment strategies but also advance the frontier of new dormancy-targeted
potential therapeutic approaches in CRC" can be modified by changing "improve" to
"enhance" to avoid repetitive use of the same word as in the first half of the sentence.



Response: The sentence – “By highlighting the key molecules and their respective pathways
involved in cell dormancy in CRC, this editorial aims to not only improve treatment strategies
but also advance the frontier of new dormancy-targeted potential therapeutic approaches in
CRC” has been edited, the “improve” word in this sentence has been replaced with “enhance”
as suggested by reviewer’s. The changes has been highlighted in the revised manuscript.

Reviewer #2:

Suggestions to authors:

First and foremost, congratulations to both authors on the editorial manuscript. It is a well-
written manuscript. However, there are a few suggestions raised below.

Abstract

Comment: Suggests to replace the word “So” in the sentence “So, understanding the
molecular mechanisms governing dormancy is crucial for improving” to “Thus” or
“Therefore”.

Response: Thank you for your suggestion. We have edited the sentence as advised and
highlighted in the revised manuscript.

Comment: Please use lower case for the letter p in the sentence “Pluripotent factors such as
Nanog,”.

Response: The grammatical mistake has been corrected and highlighted in the revised
manuscript as directed.

Core Tip

Comment: Please edit these two sentences to make them more coherent and to deliver the
key points in a clearer way: “Key pathways involved in CRC dormancy include
Hippo/YAP, Nanog, HIF-1α, Notch, ERK/MAPK, AKT, Wnt, and SMAD. After dormancy
cancer cells become highly aggressive and metastasize rapidly.”

Response: The mentioned sentences have been edited and combined to provide clearer meaning.
The changes have been highlighted in the core tip section of the revised manuscript.

Introduction

Comment: Please split the word invitro to in vitro.

Response: Thank you for pointing out typographical mistake. It has been corrected and
highlighted in the revised manuscript.

Comment: Please edit Primary Cancer dormancy to primary cancer dormancy (note the
lowercase forms of the first letters).

Response: The suggested grammatical mistake has been corrected and highlighted in the revised
manuscript.



Comment: Please edit this sentence “Tumour mass dormancy isn't merely a halt in cell
proliferation; rather, it arises from factors like insufficient vascularization (angiogenic
dormancy [6,7] and consequent hypoxia, or immune responses (immunogenic dormancy
[8,9]triggering apoptotic cell death.”

Response: The sentence has been edited; we have added the curly brackets where required, and
the rest of the sentence has been revised and highlighted in the updated manuscript.

Comment: Please edit the sentence “This study is primarily focussing on CCD” to “This
study mainly focuses on CCD”.

Response: Thank you for your valuable suggestion. The primarily word has been replaced with
mainly and rest of the sentence has been modified accordingly. The changes has been made and
highlighted in the revised manuscript.

Comment: Please delete the space between “and genetic and epigenetic factors [12].”

Response: The suggested formatting error has been corrected and highlighted in the updated
manuscript.

Comment: Please use consistently, either Nanog or NANOG. This occurs several times.

Response: The suggested change has been considered, and nanog word has been replaced with
NANOG in the entire manuscript. The changes has been made and highlighted in the revised
manuscript.

Please delete “it is believed that” from the sentence “It is believed that tumour dormancy
may be influenced by various factors such as cellular processes, the tumour
microenvironment, as well as epigenetic and genetic changes.”.

Response: The mentioned sentence has been edited according to reviewer’s comment and
highlighted in the updated manuscript.

Please take note of the space “TEADi ( blocks the YAP–TEAD interaction)”.

Response: The mentioned grammatical error has been corrected and highlighted in the revised
manuscript

In the Notch signaling section, in vivo yet to be italicized.

Response: in vivo has been italicized as suggested and highlighted in “Notch signaling section”
in the revised manuscript.

Please edit “One of such factors is Polo-like kinase 4 (PLK4)” to “One such factor is Polo-
like kinase 4 (PLK4)”.

Response: The sentence “One of such factors is Polo-like kinase 4 (PLK4)” has been edited as
suggested and highlighted in the revised manuscript.

Please give space between these two: “[35].These”.



Response: The mentioned grammatical mistake has been corrected in the revised manuscript.

Please bold and edit accordingly : Extracellular Matrix Metalloproteinase Inducer
(EMMPRIN) Some inducer factors also regulate the dormancy in CRC, Extracellular
Matrix Metalloproteinase Inducer (EMMPRIN )..

Response: Thank you for your valuable suggestion. The mentioned sentence has been bolded
and edited accordingly, and it has been highlighted in the revised manuscript.


