To Jia-Lin Zhang
World Journal of Nephrology

Subject: Declaration of Consent Form Non-Requirement

We are writing to formally declare that our study titled “Investigating the Controversial Link
Between Pediatric Obesity and Graft Survival in Kidney Transplantation” does not require
consent forms from participants. Below, we provide the rationale supporting this determination:

No identifiable information:

This study did not utilize any identifiable private information.

No member of the research team has attempted or will attempt to reidentify any individual from
the dataset used.

No interaction or intervention with individuals:

The research was conducted using pre-existing, de-identified data, and no direct interaction or
intervention with individuals occurred.

The dataset was analyzed in aggregate, ensuring that no individual’s information can be traced
back or used to identify them.

No use of private or confidential data:

All data utilized in the study were publicly available or provided in a fully anonymized format,
precluding the need for individual consent.

Given these factors, consent forms are not required for this study as no direct engagement with
individuals or identifiable private data was part of the research methodology.

We remain committed to adhering to all ethical guidelines and regulations governing research
activities. If further clarification is required, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Dr. Sunil Karhadkar

Associate Professor of Surgery

Temple University Hospital

Division of Abdominal Organ Transplant



