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Abstract

Colorectal cancer (CRC) is the third most common mali-
gnancy worldwide. The poor prognosis of CRC is primarily
driven by tumor metastasis and genetic mutations. In China,
the incidence of CRC continues to rise, contributing to an
increasing public health burden. Single-cell sequencing
(SCS) provides high-resolution genomic, transcriptomic, and
epigenetic profiling at the single-cell level. It helps uncover the
molecular mechanisms of tumor metastasis and the dynamic
complexity of the tumor microenvironment, and plays a
critical role in CRC research. It elucidates the processes of
tumor initiation, progression, and dissemination, providing
new insights into tumor heterogeneity, circulating tumor
cells, and therapeutic targets. Moreover, SCS shows great
considerable promise in multi-omics integration and clinical
translation, supporting studies on metastasis mechanism,
target identification, and the development of personalized
therapeutic strategies. This review summarizes recent
advances in SCS and multi-omics sequencing technologies,
as well as the challenges in integrating SCS with artificial
intelligence.

© The Author(s) 2025. Published by Baishideng Publishing
Group Inc. All rights reserved.
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JiB A4 % (tumor microenvironment, TME)£ECRC# & 7
RIERZ O IEAVE S, (HTME PN 22 Fh 20 it A He 503 ) 2
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iR e o P A2 S ERCRCYR T IR AE % 0 R 3, CRC
e S o A DR 2 e R 4 O R TMUEZAZ Ak, AT 38 5 52
SN2, XA IRTT T 97 R0 BRI
JE DR, A G803 AT 7 VEAN RE S AT IR AL SR (AR RFAE, A
DAHE 7~ 200 B J2 THT PR e B R A R B R B I AE L
1], AT 2200 3 200 1 P 7 S ol M 5 B30 2R G AR )
5 50, B o TR AN P AR (0 o, SR i e
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(single-cell sequencing, SCS)FZ AL, i 40 5 o P
5 40Ra A A8 AR AR 7 SR B o R I AR LA, A
{ESE /D WA MR AN T REV A, RAEAL S0 7R
BRAEPL A SCK 28R SCSEARSECRC H [ L3 2.

1 PARNBERANE X RIELR

SCSHIARZIRIERANYIMK 515 HDNABIRNA, i3
AT P A EnE B, SRS PR ) i N Rk
NTiEGZiliaibu i/ RS WRE S s RPN 3 i i1 o)
SR, FERTERANI R SRR AH . SR AR A 2
HEAT ATHIRIE AT, DNFR A4 M Th BE RUIR A SR ALl At
AR, SCSEARTT ARV AE AT 40 A 5] 388 THRA
W2, G BT R AR R R, FEHES)
P T J A e 5 2 P

AR LA T R TR AR R R, AR
A% 2 B (polymerase chain reaction, PCR) i, F}2%
FAMEZ I T A R S RS A0 50 #r. Sangerh
AR DRI 4 A R B, st TR R e A S 4
WAL AR S PR N B2 TR 20054F, AREE LRI R4
REARBI T E LS, ZHEARAEEE. (KK
AR AL, BERE— O JU A 5 kDNASFHEA TP 5
& AN P ICiE AT AR R 7 5, AR, R,
BT AR AR, 2B & 5 Hs K B2 (>20
kb) BB A R a0 1AL A5 B B3R B 77, ANFR EY
DN AR B0 5. 20094E, TangZ: "1y VA F il
B PP 0T /0N B B2 R o O L BR A i 4y Ay, 1E XA
HSCSHER:, FFJi T SCSH#it . 20114F, SCSEAARTF
SN T AR 41 DN AL, 20134, (Nature
Methods) Al (Science) Y% H A AEE i B OIHTIE
AR Z —, B NBALIR SRR N KA 2 51, B
FHWFF 59 EGEARAW#E L, SR MR AR (Drop-
seq”. inDrop®FMicrowell-seq” )] & &, SCSTH T
I, FTRE RN A PR ). SCSHIRIEA/E =
WA AR EE TR R, HESD MR S SR SE. S
AR BIL PO R L FH i,

2 BRRNFERADEESRE

2.1 Fampm Ko%K SCSHAMHE RAIHDNAN
JF(single-cell DNA sequencing, scDNA-seq). FLAIHIRNA
M P (single-cell RNA sequencing, scRNA-seq) ! .41 il
ATACHI 7 (single-cell ATAC sequencing, scATAC-seq)Z5(14]
1). scDNA-seqff] H B K IHES) 1 2L R4 2200 7%, 2%
AREZRETDNAS TR H AR S, o] 7L R4i /K-
TS DU S RAL R 22 A5, AR s gl i 55
PE. SRR S AL PR AL E B E R, R a7
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718, SI1¥3 mES eI, IEy] = RABEXBIE; Wik
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ASIMEIERS TYISDNA, £ PRV IZREN\F3ME,  FIZNBEEK; B85y
50-100 kbi<HE& BRTEAEDNARS &ESHRE. BE1NY
REY L, BIEEH8
RSN ST 18 BETNSREIEFIT/RNARSEESN  §iSDSOMS; B/ 12 BRIESZY: BaEC-TER 126]
BMEERALIEY 12 TnoREEENE RE CNVIUBES: BMEoRLs
MU ERLDNA, T7 B3NS4y BnAREER
12, B RANE _ SREESARGE
LIANTF¥IEBFNI/
ZERNMREIAT IE  HEESI0SIEDNARSIFENMY 18, ERABEES(9%%) S SEaREr i [27]

et MeS27 T ERBIs T
LIZEREIRENS 112, §IBKET A

BEZRE =1x; Ui
SMICNVAISNV

B WIHRENRE
R RIBERS

ARENIRZEHD), 58 CIR NG TH I, AR
[EFFEPCRY &

LA-PCR: fHEEERPCR; DOP-PCR: IREEZHLS Y)PCR; MDA: ZEBEIRY I1Z; LIANTI: FEESTMSEMY 1Z; MALBAC: ZBIRNIRENT 18,

PCR: RSIEHEIURNL CNV: BB SNV: BERER.

% fIscDNA-seq i R, B A, N BN 2 102
scRNA-seqHi AR, 1ZHE AR A7 AN /KT 2= T il SR 5%
SRR, BUWLHE 7R 20 M 1] £ S o, A X 2 Al B TE AN ]
RAETUR B W BRR P2 THRAED, 7E48 7 5[4 8]
PER R S R T A B EAE ), R2845 T 40
T FscRNA-seqB AR, Hik, scATAC-seqll E 4T
Lt 5 (T TRCIRAS. sc ATA C-seq/F FH Bk (9 T o
G PR AR T FEDIEN T B G € 5T X 45k, AT IR N AENT 5
A B 7K P G B 5 - TBOOR 78 25 R 1 428 () R Mgt A AL
15, JE RS A SR S SO, E T T
R AEE

B2 M DL A THI AR AT 1) S PR AR TR, 5 B
YR Z H A N, UL RGRITRE R AR, 1
SEATFFT I PSP S RS
2.2 SCSHL ARG B[Rt AL it B i S 2H W 7 AE 25 W= T
Xt R AN MR T T34k b7, AT SRAS A0 A A )
BARIEIRRISFHE. SR1T0, ZE A EH B RIRYE, ©
5 55 I BE IR S 15, 30 7 220 B A J2 T R A 11 386
DRI RIS S i S k. AL T, SCSHIARTE AT 4H
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M SRR AT F5dE 5, 110X Genomics Chromium - 45
I FR 21 N65%, TTBD Rhapsody i3k HR AN £ N30%"",
b, FECRCH LR E IR, IS IES 240, X TR
BE— N e, sone 25 SR T SR, DRI, kR
R R i DR A AR SRR, AR ARk
5T 77 1.
SCSHIARTECRCI AR J7 T i 2 Pkl
BT 2 ERE AT VR OB AR K R BUS IR &
I TIKT, (EH B A . B S 1 R 5 41
SEEGHRAEIAE, PR T %A ARAE NG RS, FHE (1
A AEMERS. SCSHHR A B FLAT B BRI AN i M 2 1R 2,
X A BT B T R, Hoh 2 — RN,
RPN T 6 SCEMETT % WFIEAT Kt
HIRE TN R ZE, FEA RSS2 34 DL E
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5% BARBEN =t 791 HATY SE
Tang RNA-seq  DIESTOVZREERIENS MSWMcDNA,  fDIERASEK, & 3 UHRE, (UDIFE  Nature methods  [21]
7E3KimanIIPoly(A), FBfEpolyMS IIEREE  RBEFRRIE  BpolyAWEAIMRNA;
_SRcDNAREHHT 12, SRISDNARER S
Smart-Seq UEERAHRBME, SRNADIy ARS SEEX SURE, [EFEERZARIREX  Nauremethods  [29]
Z50ligo(dNBIBILERS WIHAZ, & NS, SFER BR REEXIPCR
cDNABUEE 5348, DRIEFRA Siilpoly(C), A, SR EMR  SIABERL, KF4kb
SRS _ S I BRI R
Smart-Seq2  ¥oligo(dT)5 [)SRNAZEIFEERACONA  SBEEE, THafl,  BIESHY WAL  Nature protocols — [30]
A3 imANIICERE AR TnE ARG cDNAR ER NBREN106 SHTRMERS;
fk, BEES RIS RS WIS ARCDNASE _ S:b% NSRS
CEL-seq MBS, AFFEalumina P FESINCOSINS  3'IHRE, ©FE4%  Nature protocols [31]
Sk 78505 MIBFTAS. MREpolyTEY MBS0, BUDYIE AT 1, BRER
SIWPISMRNATZERACDNA, S8 REEM (RS (REIE, S5y, =2
[SBLIINVTHIEEDNAS REES. ER. O
a1
Quartz—seq J&§HE0ligoDYs =SmRNARJpoly A TRSIWNMIRESR  HAREZEKSHE  Genome biology 132]
D, ERIEREGOVEFI NEMcDNAREE % IE/BIRERINER;  SSROYMRNA; GCE
HE cDNATERUA 451D SEEM BIDPCR 8. KEESFTEY
) 1BRE
MARS-seq FFFARTDIBADGERDE, BT T8 SES(ENANEST ARSZ, mRNASE Science [33]
i, FIF=8FASMEABRNAL  SB4010); e DS i IS
53 3
Drop-seq ETRRENDRSESRENEMEER SalS MR 8 MEEFNBRIL  Nature methods  [34]
BEMESSTAMPFISAIEERERE WFEHETEHMRE % GeCEERE
0. MRS, BEmMRNASHATE SR MIA 52

BERIAEUMI, SHIMPESR. 1800

Tang RNA-seq: 2F&RANE; Smart-seq: SPPERIERANS; Smart-seq2: PARERERENT; CEL-seq: BAILIMY IZERENZ;
Quartz—seq: HIHBMBIRIERANE; MARS-seq: KMEFTRMIRIERENT; Drop-seq: EFRBHIMIZNRMIRERENS.

G RIESRE, BTG — ot B d bR A FolAb BRI
T2, T4 e e (¥ T LEPERTAT SE 4. ZECRCHEST Y, IR
IR iRg 40 i 5 TME R AH BLAE A 22 0 B2 SR1T, SCS
FAR TR B A A R aa H 2 ) R BAE S, 15
AFF 5 385 A LAV 4 DR A (] 240 i T Y £ 2H 2R 1) 0 A7
FHELTE) ) 25 [R) 96 2. AU X — MERR, 447 () e s 21 2
(spatial transcriptomics, ST AR 5SCSH A THES, AE
A RBOE R B R FRAA B A A 0 A, 6 B B AR s 2
DAHELAEF L A i 25 OGS AR ) 2 e R 1) 5 [ 45 7
SR

3 SCSEAFECRCHHINFE

3.1 B~ CRCAF % 2 R Fube Jhed e o 14 2 415 FrbJeg 24
98 B o o R B TRV 2 SRR | R ALAS 1 S A B
ENEARL, FEUIREREERE, EAThEE. 22568

127558
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R BRSO 25 (PGB R 2R, 2 SEIURS kAT 1) = 2
BEEAS U, SCSEANT A HRE 40 kA7 0k 37 vl £ 43 H,
N [R] 2 326 1 R R WA A 11 5 J 2 T 98 s 4T R ) 222 572,
TR AT FLBRE AL, 225 P AN 5 i e 8 400 i
HFEANMZ 2258 7, R HOE N TMER Bha 284k, AT
HEBNFEFE T 168 G2 WA, RN T ey S5 Jo P o) T e
EFEIES

R 2% 18] 23 A0 R, e S o1 vl 20 P2 i
JE N S 1, i TR P AS R 4 e TR) 7 i R R SR A 2 S
A5 2 (LRSS () AN A Y DR o 1) S Bk, FR AR
[F) A5 B R S A A i [A] FR E R S R H  Se. ZTEAT
FIFHSCSH AR T CRCHE K. Daik™i@idsCs
For i 43 Bt 45 7 SN HAT TR 20T A b B A T
{IFSECR ORI AN A7 e B S M. SCSHARAMT g
INFEAR LR 2 A TR R 1, 18 REAB 74 M ) (1) 22 5,
IR R BN S WAL T B . Lins ™ g fF) —
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1 2BENENEERR

IR AN T] DX PR R R 5 B, SRR TMEE SN AR A Xof JF R
FEUERIFEIR. R IAS A X IRAE AR TE A8 D038 A7 A
ZE 5, PR ) S B ] R S BUG R 2 W 45 AN Z5)
SIAS = X RN 2 s R 22 4Ry M A U
P R SR KA. Zhao5 @I SCSHCRC
FRETAELRNIREAT By, 45 5E H DUARRAS[R] 7 A1 AN T E
FONERF, F TR 22 S R R DA 1 T XU
L EiERN] 7 RN S s e
SCSHARMUZE/RCRC R MR HEA TH, 4
ROUAE p s ARATS W S IS RT3 F DA 5 8 A o 25 ik
filt. (E SEHRIM IR AR AT 2 A [R5 5 D REIAIE.
3.2 SCS#H A CRCHAZRIF I8 2m e P 49 52 A SCSEAR
FECRCHHIZ WA A bR S Hh RIS EUORTE 7. HHLEL
TG R R B 25 e, SCSIF 73 3 il 4 e
AR AL R AR B SRS HE R 237 B, B JJICRCH-4)
2T, G IR 4 A (circulating tumor cells, CTCs)/& M &
R IR B AL et i Ve E N M LR R SR AT, R
R 1R B EERE T RE. AL S CTCSKE IR b Jz 4 i 6
Bt > TEERR N, P REAF AR b B2 -[8] 5% 1 (epithelial
mesenchymal transition, EMT)[P)3VAF, SCSHEA [HIfFAT
CTCsS M, IR UL R AURAE. W 9C R,
EM T RIE R 5 HR KU 532 G, 32RCTCsAIE
NIRRT AR A, SR W bRt O EMT A 1
2 i 1) 5] J52 4 P A PR S B A, 4 B 400 B T - Rl 1
Ty RGBRAE TR B S A0 SR R, {6 R 4 SR AR
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scDNA-seq e St
scRNA—seq
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¢ ===
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| e— %
=) TREAL AR AL
— MR EALR

. scDNA—seq: FAIIDNANE scRINA—seq: FA/AER NAA; scATAC—seq: F/AHATACHIE .

ZALTRRE ™. ZId R Wnt/B-IRiE R A% 4 5 S
IBIRMZEBL. ZEB25FHE A F MG, SEE-5%
WA T, N-FAESE AR A R, g it
. Weis ™| FlscRNA-seq T 4 4 ECRCEE HICTCs
S, % R RREM TR A 0 3, JL B s o
(RIR RN 251, S5, PRL-3 04 5 al il i (g gk
EMTHE IR AN 2 22 R R g 775, I sesh IR 1,
SCSTEMEHTCT Cs 7o A1 BHEM THLHI J7 1 H A 5 %
W E, TSR S AN e AR T 7 8t 78
B Smit Pl X CTCs /T, RIUHIE ) Ak
FIMK2206)FImTORH (R ADO0 ) FEHIHICTCsHiTA:
Y R A, FERPIBK/AKYm TORIE M 2 I AEHiCRCHE
BT R, N MR 2t TRV R, R I
Firh, CTCsit ARG HgmfE, HACHIREIE S T2 ok
BN TR e 2 S R OGN 35, $oRad AN CTCsEATAR
WHZH 220y M ] S e AR AR AR B, SEONIE T 5
Y AL A CRCIE RS KUK 23 2.

g b, Wi SCSEAR RIS S (Il B AL e Fp—iE R 1)
TS, IRANIR B 5 BRI A 2. 4
A CTCs/HT, SCSTERIISWT . UG VPAs S MAL 24
S R R AT R, SHESICROKE AT A B
3.3 BB AER3E 9 3 & AL TMEAE Adi 4 g i LA A
15 RIBSHERNSIEESRY, HOE. S5igm
H RIAARL I RN A0 B AP T (extracellular matrix,
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ECM)&F 3[Rl ZH fl. X L2043 38k 4 A () ae i AR
R G P2 A A S LA e ) SR 5 R e, i A o 4%
TFTIL A S B IR T HE A R, B i
G2 2 PR 7304 25 ot R RN AH A R -3 15 IR 47, ECM
MR S 72 515 9% 5. @3S TMEN)
A Bt A B HAE G AR, RERS R Gide s A [F] e 2
FRLSIEFE 1 737 YR AL S A A2 0w,

TANEAE N TME % 0 G 2 U 4 i, LD Re R
BE RIBIT RO B VI, £ R, BT/
NKH AT R A2 s 2 AT A1 ] ok e 440 i )i 4% 5 9%
1M, TECRCKR A HF IR B, T4HM 5 K A= #Eu, RN
NCDA Tl A B2 8 N CDS T i £ s,
T ) S50 S e N &Y, ZhangZE PR FllscRN A-seq
XFCRLMEAH S i 55 A AT, K BT B s AL AT 1k
DRI 72 S e A0 o SV A o s TS R, RS 93 S
i IR 52 i G 2 A PR Th e S R AR DG 2L AL h4h, TMES
A#%PD-1/PD-L1(programmed cell death protein-1, PD-1/
programmed cell death ligand-1, PD-L1)# 1A 7K -7 % 1)
AHZE. IR AR 2% B4 Ff (tumor-associated macrophages,
TAMs) A Afe 2t [ 8 M AP D-L1, g 24t i v i
M #ECOX2/mPGES1/PGE2E@ %15 T TAM s FIREIR M
PPN B FRIAPD-L1, AT 3 3 G 2 ik Dh RS 25
b, TME I G 4 D e 5 S PD-1/PD-L L % ) 57
WA, FEEBEE T AN E RIS, R
CRCH#k & 5 S ity T I M.

Jit i AH 5% 4T 44T il (cancer-associated fibroblasts,
CAFs)ZTME i +£5 WA A, B RE DR
k. WEFERI, CAFsiERL 7290 2 Fh i A 0 PI3K-
AKTHE SIEIEEHEMT, JHilid ECMB)Z H i 541
JRLE TR 2 (B TR 12 2% . Bk i 24, Pelka5l
FASCSHIAR X284 FE i AZ 52 Ty e 76 # 4! (mismatch repair-
proficient, pMMR) 3 F134 44 £ BCAE & Dl Be ik b 21
(mismatch repair-deficient, dAMMR)CRC & e A I 57
LMY, KPR h A7 7E SR C AFsIERE,
HAEAMMREE 28 54, IR RSB E A
TMES S TE AL AR 22 7, ELAERS IR AR 22 AT R
T PEIBITIT AR

CRCIIG PRI 51677 SN TN S 30 5 B S B . 44
50%FCRCIEE = K AEH, HRZHHRHITIET AR
VIkk. G2 i 5)(immune checkpoint inhibitors,
ICIs), 40PD-1/PD-L1 B3 AN 40 25 PETibk 2 40 i kH o
PrlE-4f T, CAEARECRCTE A B 2 R iR Fr gkt
JSE RS, 2915%-20%) ¥ J& T-dMMRAL, S35 T2
ANFEE (microsatellite instability, MSI). MSIZ S ECIEE
EABRKFE DR, Ko A IR & EARRE
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(microsatellite instability-high, MSI-H)! . i T A
R s AU T A 4 5E (microsatellite stability, MSS)%Y. H:
1, dMMR/M S I-H KA 4 15 A iR 9842 6 faf (tumoor
mutational burden, TMB)F1K & ZE 40RO 1 AR 2
N CHIHIE ) STTCTSERUES, MR R SLpT s 2 — 2R3
TR SEIN33% M R MG, Bk B3 HRrA M)
JrR0 20234 (R EIGRIE =185 O
FIER AT AR RHA VT A B PUE IdMMR/
MSI-HIE HAICR CI— 21k BT 7 %, AR AU Y
CRCI15%. KZH 84 NpMMR/MSSH, HTMBHHAK AN
G AR, $Fh AR bR ZGICIsR &
A, Bk, H TR YT SRR T B A FH 2. ik
B, FE—SRPT I A B AR K R 2B A A T (R At L
TIAICTs, 7] 52 M pMMR/MSSAICRC & (1A )T 3L
%[61].

25 b, CRCHIIMR IR LA 1o B Bl A MR A 24 1
YA EAE I, L M R 2 R R S i R
ASFRIMMR I PR (1 G B 35 1 25 S e s 1 X B A 2 A 3
TR A BB, AR TR YT SR e B AL T O
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4 NI B 5TEEREBRAEIPBHIMEARIY
iR

4.1 NI ERAR B 69 BF S AR BE % R AT R AT ook B
H SCSHEAM FLE & FIFFEEER T, Br= 25 5 Fs 2
TRB G, Fomde . S R s B R G A
YME BT IERR W TR BRAR. EE =, AL
8¢ (artificial intelligence, AI), FF 2 HL 2% 2% >] (machine
learning, ML)FIJR % %% >] (deep learning, DL)IEZ#i N
IR A B 22 4 2 B A T BRI T 4R,
AFEARTESAR TR EE . BN IE PR SR K
YRS AR STy TS 35 . 7R EscRN A-seq
5T, MLATD LASEZY Ok R T X 43 A Rl i W 284 X
oy S ANMERAR . BT TS LR bR B IR R B
T R A7 S A SRR, A SRR S T RRIR S
Y E A ENTTMER ) JERE. (88K E(WIPCA. t-SNE/
UMAP) &1 AR 7038 (1 5630 AR, AbB S FEFeRT L3
M, KT E 5 GO A R B R A TP LLIE . BT
TREE 2 2] B s S (MIscAN VI, Cell Typistyifiid i
WIZRR R BT R S00E, SEPU i A b . Ak
B AR FHCell Typist T B, SIIXHE 7 /34
AT T RGUERE. FEANZE | CRCA L Gy 2 i
IRESEIEDIRERA. HE— B I0AE T2 T ATS5SCSE &3k
W E R 1) 280 B IV 7Y 5 ST R RIS 50 i v A 23 AT 77 T
BB 71, RN FURERE ) 2 R A S el 74 )
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