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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

a. The aim of this study is to select good candidates for AB treatment. The concept is of 

importance and interesting to the readers but with obvious heterogeneity of the enrolled 

patient group. As we know, unresectable HCC encompasses a wide range of disease 

status with quite different survivals for each stage. Llovet et al reported median OS of 13 

and 29 months each of supportive care and TACE for uHCC (The Lancet 2002), while 3-4 

months and 6.5-13 months for HCC with major PV invasion treated by supportive care 

and other treatment modalities (TACE, TARE, HAIC, RT or combination). As stated in 

your “Discussion”, different OS presented in the clinical trial and the real world practice 

due to different patient status enrollment, therafter I would suggest the authors to 

clearly stratify their patient status (including liver function, tumor size, vascular 

invasion and/or extrahepatic spread…), and report their PFS and OS separately, 

although the patient number small, especially of the in BCLC-B patients (20 patients).   

b. For Child B patients, the authors reported the median OS was 2 months, which was 

much shorter than that of Himmelsbach’s report (Cancers (Basel) 2022) and other 

treatment modality (5-6 months). In Himmelsbach’s series, they reported the 12-month 

survival in patients with Child B cirrhosis was still 39%, and concluded that Child–Pugh 

A cirrhosis and prior local therapy were independently associated with OS. In the 

current study, Group 2 patients had a significantly higher proportion of BCLC stage C 
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HCC with fewer associated other local therapies as a first-line treatment than Group 1. It 

seems that tumor status and associated local therapy may play more significant roles. 

The authors should discuss this point as readers would like to know if AB therapy is 

suitable for BCLC-B, Child B patient (or mALBI 2b+3 patients).   c. Of the 39 patients 

with mALBI grade 1+2a (OS>18 months), the authors should provide the data of tumor 

size, grade of PV invasion (PV1-4) and EHS.     d. The OS of the 40.8% PD patients 

with or without associated with other therapy should be also reported and discussed. 
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Thank you for your hard work. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

1、 As a study related to efficacy evaluation, the time factor should preferably include 

two dimensions: enrolling time and minimum follow-up time. If no minimum follow-up 

time is set, patients who start treatment in October 2022 will have almost no follow-up 

time. 2、  In the last paragraph of "Patient characteristics", there appears to be a 

calculation error: 22+17+24+10=73 3、  In Table 2 and Table 3, it is not clinically 

significant to analyze only surviving patients without considering death! 4、 The author 

did not explain clearly the representation of continuous data and statistical analysis 

methods in the section of statistical analysis. In general, when the data conform to 

normal distribution, it is expressed by mean and standard deviation, and statistical 

analysis is tested by parameters. When the data do not conform to normal distribution, it 

is expressed by quartiles, and statistical analysis is tested by non-parameters. In 

‘Number of treatments and treatments following the progression of AB’, the data are 

obviously not in line with normal distribution, so why are they expressed with mean 

and standard deviation? The author should explain in detail the representation and 

statistical analysis methods of different data types and strictly implement them. 5、 What 
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are the independent variables included in the multifactor analysis? In the case of a small 

sample size, how to conduct multi-factor analysis? 

 


