Dear Editors and reviewers:

Thank you very much for taking time out of your busy schedule to review our article and
put forward valuable comments and suggestions for our article. | wish you a smooth work
and a happy weekend!

We have been invited to write an Editorial article (manuscript number: 99238). Our articles
were written in accordance with the requirements of the editorial, both in terms of content
and writing style. However, in the process of filling in the final submission system, we found
that the type of manuscript was chosen by mistake as a letter to the editor. We hope that
your journal could change the document type and accept our article. The manuscript has
been modified at the request of reviewers and editors. We sincerely hope that you can
change the publication type of the article to editorial.

In response to your first suggestion, the latest global cancer statistics report for 2024 that
we have consulted gives the latest data for 2022, while the latest statistics for 2024 and
2023 have not yet been reported, and may be reported next year or later. During the writing
process, we also tried to find the latest data for the current year, but unfortunately we did
not find it. However, we found that the American Cancer Society projects there will be
2,001,140 new cancer cases and 611,720 cancer deaths in the United States by 2024.
Between 2015 and 2019, the incidence of liver cancer in women in the United States
increased by 2% to 3% per year. The latest US data we have added in the article following
your suggestion. In response to your second suggestion, we did not find relatively standard
clinical trials and experimental data in vivo and in vitro for the treatment of liver cancer by
bezoar after extensive literature search, which will also become an important aspect of
future research and development. As for the reasons for the lack of clinical trials, they are
probably because most patients with liver cancer seek treatment plans from experienced
and reputable traditional senior Chinese medicine practitioners, who mostly provide
patients with personalized treatment methods based on experience, and are not in the
habit of conducting standardized prospective or retrospective clinical trial design. They
focus more on treating diseases empirically than on rigorous statistics and calculations.
The cooperation between professional clinical trial administrators and traditional Chinese
medicine experts will help advance clinical trials in the future. Hope you can understand.

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to you again.

We deeply appreciate the preliminary acceptance of our manuscript, and we look forward
to receiving the good news that is the final publication on your journal. If you have any
queries, please don't hesitate to contact me at the address below.

Thank you and best regards.

Yours sincerely,

Jiayu Liu

Email: livjiayu@pku.edu.cn

Department of Neurosurgery, the First Medical Centre, Chinese PLA General Hospital,
Beijing 100853, China

Response to reviewer #1:
Question 1: In Introduction part, there is line 'According to global cancer statistics, nearly
20 million new cancer cases and approximately 9.7 million cancer deaths were reported


mailto:liujiayu@pku.edu.cn

globally in 2022'. Please provide current year data.

Response: In response to your first suggestion, the latest global cancer statistics report
for 2024 that we have consulted gives the latest data for 2022, while the latest statistics for
2024 and 2023 have not yet been reported, and may be reported next year or later. During
the writing process, we also tried to find the latest data for the current year, but
unfortunately, we did not find it. However, we found that the American Cancer Society
projects there will be 2,001,140 new cancer cases and 611,720 cancer deaths in the United
States by 2024. Between 2015 and 2019, the incidence of liver cancer in women in the
United States increased by 2% to 3% per year. The latest US data we have added in the
article following your suggestion.

Question 2: Please add data on clinical trials in in vitro and on vivo if possible.
Response: In response to your second suggestion, we did not find relatively standard
clinical trials and experimental data in vivo and in vitro for the treatment of liver cancer by
bezoar after extensive literature search, which will also become an important aspect of
future research and development. As for the reasons for the lack of clinical trials, they are
probably because most patients with liver cancer seek treatment plans from experienced
and reputable traditional senior Chinese medicine practitioners, who mostly provide
patients with personalized treatment methods based on experience, and are not in the
habit of conducting standardized prospective or retrospective clinical trial design. They
focus more on treating diseases empirically than on rigorous statistics and calculations.
The cooperation between professional clinical trial administrators and traditional Chinese
medicine experts will help advance clinical trials in the future. Hope you can understand.



