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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
1)What where the issues raised by your IRB when you proposed LAM as the antiviral drug to be
used in this study? Was an approval granted? 2)In cost-conscious AsiaPacific I fully understand why
LAM may still be considered in CHB treatment. However, since the study population of this study
are cirrhotics and nuc treatment is given long-term, the choice of LAM raises a number of issues, e.g.,
drug resistance, etc 3)How many patients developed hepatic decompensation during the study
period? 4)How many developed new mutations in the ADV add-on arm? 5) Correction of some typo
errors, e.g., Keeffe, garde, etc
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
Authors of this paper conducted the response-guided treatment of CHB patients with compensated
liver cirrhosis by adding on ADV to LAM treated patients according to the HBV DNA level after
treatment of 24 or 48 weeks and evaluated virological breakthrough, YMDD mutations, biochemical
responses and liver functions until treatment of 144 weeks. This type of study may provide very
important information or guidelines to treat CHB patients with compensated liver cirrhosis. Even
though this study was conducted with 100 CHB patients with compensated liver cirrhosis, it seems
that this study is out of dated. Since it had been known that LAM- and ADV-resistant mutants are
reached to ~70% and ~20 to 30%, respectively, after 5 years treatments, add-on therapy would be
better with entecavir or tenofovir. Another major flaw in the result is from Fig. 5. Authors said
that ‘The number of patients with HBeAg-positive CHB at baseline was 16, 23 and 18 for arm A, B
and C, respectively. At week 144, HBeAg loss rate was 53.85% (7/13), 47.62% (10/21) and 42.86 (6/14)
(P=0.993), and HBeAg seroconversion rate was 23.08% (3/13), 47.62% (10/21) and 21.43% (3/14)
(P=0.245) in three arms, respectively (Figure 5).’ Where this 13, 21, and 14 comes from? And then
in the figure, they said that 16, 23 and 18.
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