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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Thank you for the opportunity to review this interesting paper. In this paper, the authors
wanted to exploit a new animal model that can faithfully recapitulate the features of
human pancreatic cancer. The topic is relevant and the article is well written. However, I
have several remarks and I think that some points need to be further analyzed.
1.Predictive variables for recapitulating the metastatic features of pancreatic cancer were
insufficient. More predictive variables such as immunohistological and pathological
features of hepatic, abdominal, or pulmonary metastasis should have been considered. 2.
Morbidity and mortality in the IL2RG-/- Syrian hamster should have been considered. 3.
It would be more persuasive if the abbreviation of PaCa is not used, and it is usually

referred to PC or PDAC.
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The author states that there are currently no simple and reliable animal models that can
mimic these features for accurate disease modelling. Is it really that no animal model
could mimic the feature of the human pancreatic cancer? In addition, it is well known
that the immune system is involved in the tumorigenesis and development. However,
this model is dependent on immuno-deficient Syrian hamsters. This model cannot

completely mimic human pancreatic cancer.
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