Gastroenterology

Baishideng Publishing Group Inc


https://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327
https://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327
https://www.wjgnet.com

Gastroenterology

Editorial Board

2026-2029

The World Journal of Gastroenterology Editorial Board Members are composed of 352 distinguished experts active in the
relevant field, distributed in 46 countries/regions, including Italy (66), Japan (53), China (29), United States (29), South
Korea (16), Spain (15), Australia (13), Greece (12), Brazil (11), Germany (7), India (7), Romania (7), Taiwan (7), Tiirkiye
(7), United Kingdom (7), Russia (5), Hungary (5), Mexico (4), New Zealand (3), Poland (3), France (3), Canada (3),
Austria (3), Belgium (3), Croatia (3), Egypt (3), Thailand (3), Sweden (3), Pakistan (2), Argentina (2), Israel (2),
Netherlands (2), Moldova (1), Morocco (1), Jordan (1), Kazakhstan (1), Lebanon (1), Portugal (1), Norway (1), Singapore
(1), Slovenia (1), Albania (1), Estonia (1), Ireland (1), United Arab Emirates (1), and Trinidad and Tobago (1).

Editor-in-Chief

Andrzej S Tarnawski, MD, PhD, Professor, (Email: atarnawski@yahoo.com) Department of Gastroenterology Research,

University of California Irvine and The Veterans Administration Long Beach Healthcare System, Long Beach, CA 90822,
United States

Executive Associate Editor-in-Chief

Jian-Gao Fan, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Gastroenterology, Shanghai Key Laboratory of Children's Digestion
and Nutrition, Xinhua Hospital, Shanghai Jiaotong University School of Medicine, Shanghai 200092, China

Hou-Bao Liu, PhD, Chief Physician, Professor, Department of General Surgery, Biliary Tract Disease Center of
Zhongshan Hospital Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University, Shanghai 200032, China

Naohisa Yoshida, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Molecular Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Kyoto
Prefectural University of Medicine, Kyoto 602-8566, Japan

Xian-Jun Yu, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Oncology, Shanghai Medical College, Fudan University, Shanghai
200032, China

Associate Editor

Antonio Facciorusso, MD, PhD, Full Professor, Director, Gastroenterology Unit, Department of Experimental Medicine,
Universita del Salento, Lecce 73100, Italy

Maria Gazouli, PhD, Professor, Basice Medical Sciences, Athens Medical School, Athens 11527, Greece

Zhen-Dong Jin, MD, PhD, Director, Professor, Department of Gastroenterology, Changhai Hospital, Second Military
Medical University, Shanghai 200433, China

Tatsuo Kanda, MD, PhD, Professor, Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Uonuma Institute of Community
Medicine, Niigata University Medical and Dental Hospital, Minamiuonuma 949-7302, Japan; Department of General
Medicine, Uonuma Kikan Hospital, Minamiuonuma 949-7302, Japan

https:/ /wjgnet.com/1007-9327/ editorialboard I April 7, 2026

Jaishideng®


https://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327
https://www.wjgnet.com/1007-9327
https://wjgnet.com/1007-9327/editorialboard
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00000001
https://www.wjgnet.com
https://wjgnet.com/1007-9327/editorialboard
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00000002
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00001970
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00011339
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00006359
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002543
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00013195
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002385
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00003895
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00044443

2026-2029 Editorial Board Members of World Journal of Gastroenterology

Peter Laszlo Lakatos, MD, PhD, Professor, Division of Gastroenteorlogy, McGill University Health Center, Montreal, QC
H3G 1A4, Canada

Nahum Mendez-Sanchez, MD, PhD, Professor, Liver Research Unit, Medica Sur Clinic and Foundation, Mexico City
14050, Mexico

Takeshi Suda, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Uonuma Institute of Community
Medicine, Niigata University Medical and Dental Hospital, Minami Uonuma, Niigata 949-7302, Japan

Editorial Board

Zaigham Abbas, Professor, Hepatogastroenterology and Liver Transplantation, Dr. Ziauddin University Hospital,
Karachi, Sindh 75600, Pakistan

Sherief Abd-Elsalam, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, Tropical Medicine and Infectious Diseases Department, Faculty of
Medicine, Tanta University, Tanta 35127, Egypt

Shahab Abid, MD, PhD, Professor, Section of Gastroenterology at Department of Medicine, Aga Khan University,
Karachi 74800, Pakistan

Yasushi Adachi, MD, PhD, Professor, Department of Gastroenterology, Sapporo Medical University, Sapporo 060-8543,
Japan

Samir Ahboucha, PhD, Associate Professor, Faculty of Khouribga, Sultan Moulay Slimane University, Khouribga, Settat
25000, Morocco

Yoshio Aizawa, MD, PhD, Professor, Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Department of Internal Medicine,
The Jikei University Katsushika Medical Center, Katsushika-ku, Tokyo 1258506, Japan

Amedeo Amedei, Associate Professor, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of Florence,
Florence, Tuscany 50135, Italy

Pietro Andreone, MD, Associate Professor, Professor, Dipartimento di Scienze Mediche e Chirurgiche, University of

Bishideng® https:/ /wjgnet.com/1007-9327 / editorialboard 11 April 7, 2026


https://wjgnet.com/1007-9327/editorialboard
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00004460
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002528
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00000303
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00008102
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002706
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002690
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002232
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002264
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002569
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002487
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002458
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00003017
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002497
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00000598
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002363
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002400
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002266
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00022823
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002224

2026-2029 Editorial Board Members of World Journal of Gastroenterology
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Seoul 06591, South Korea
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Melbourne, Victoria 3010, Australia
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Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences, Chuo-ku, Niigata 951-8510, Japan

Bishideng® https:/ /wjgnet.com/1007-9327 / editorialboard IX April 7, 2026


https://wjgnet.com/1007-9327/editorialboard
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002248
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002410
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002271
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00012752
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002233
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002567
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002599
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00003537
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00003537
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00003537
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002408
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002226
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00004457
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002549
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002240
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002694
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002503
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00004472
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002687
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00003541
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00003539
https://referencecitationanalysis.com/00002539

2026-2029 Editorial Board Members of World Journal of Gastroenterology

Gwang Ha Kim, MD, PhD, Professor, Division of Gastroenterology, Department of Internal Medicine and Biomedical
Research Institute, Pusan National University Hospital, Busan 49241, South Korea

Hideaki Kinugasa, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Okayama
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Somashekar G Krishna, MD, Professor, FACG, FASGE, AGAF, Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology, and
Nutrition, The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center, Columbus, OH 43210, United States

Veerapol Kukongyviriyapan, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Pharmacology, Faculty of Medicine, Khon Kaen
University, Muang, Khon Kaen 40002, Thailand

Vincenzo La Mura, MD, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Pathophysiology and Transplantation, University of
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Quirino Lai, MD, PhD, Transplant Unit, Sapienza University of Rome, Rome 00161, Italy
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Pharmacy “Victor Babes” Timisoara, Timisoara 300041, Romania
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Abstract

The integration of transarterial chemoembolization with immune checkpoint
inhibitors and tyrosine kinase inhibitors has reshaped the therapeutic landscape
of unresectable hepatocellular carcinoma. Nonetheless, outcome heterogeneity
remains substantial, underscoring the need for simple and biologically grounded
prognostic tools. In this recent issue of the World Journal of Gastroenterology, Zhang
et al propose the AADN score, a laboratory-based model incorporating alpha-feto-
protein, alkaline phosphatase, direct bilirubin, and neutrophil-to-lymphocyte
ratio. Developed using multivariable regression and validated in an independent
cohort, the AADN score demonstrated good discrimination for overall and pro-
gression-free survival. This article contextualizes the score within existing pro-
gnostic systems, discusses its biological plausibility and methodological consi-
derations, and critically appraises its current level of evidence. While the AADN
score shows promise for risk stratification and hypothesis generation, further
prospective and multicenter validation is required before it can inform routine
clinical decision-making.

Key Words: Hepatocellular carcinoma; Oncology; Interventional radiology; Overall sur-
vival; Liver cancer
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Core Tip: The AADN score, derived from alpha-fetoprotein, alkaline phosphatase, direct bilirubin, and neutrophil-to-
lymphocyte ratio, provides a simple yet powerful tool to predict overall and progression-free survival in patients with
unresectable hepatocellular carcinoma treated with transarterial chemoembolization, sintilimab, and lenvatinib. By
integrating markers of tumor biology, hepatic function, and systemic inflammation, this model enables individualized risk
stratification and supports precision-based decision-making in triple therapy for hepatocellular carcinoma.
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TO THE EDITOR

Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) remains a leading cause of cancer-related mortality worldwide despite advances in
surveillance and treatment[1]. For patients with intermediate or advanced-stage disease, curative options are frequently
unavailable, and multimodal strategies combining locoregional and systemic therapies have become central to
management within contemporary Barcelona clinic liver cancer recommendations[2]. The combination of transarterial
chemoembolization (TACE) with immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICI) and tyrosine kinase inhibitors (TKI) has shown
synergistic antitumor activity and survival benefit in selected populations[3,4]. However, marked interpatient variability
in outcomes persists, highlighting the unmet need for reliable, accessible prognostic tools to support risk stratification in
this complex therapeutic setting. Against this background, I read with interest the study by Zhang et al[5], published in
the recent issue of the World Journal of Gastroenterology, which report a multicenter retrospective study introducing the
AADN score as a prognostic model for unresectable HCC (uHCC) patients treated with TACE, sintilimab, and lenvatinib.
The AADN score is based on four routinely available laboratory parameters: Alpha-fetoprotein (AFP), alkaline
phosphatase (ALP), direct bilirubin (DBIL), and the neutrophil-to-lymphocyte ratio (NLR). Each variable captures a
distinct biological domain relevant to treatment response. AFP reflects tumor burden and aggressive tumor biology; ALP
is associated with biliary involvement and intrahepatic tumor spread; DBIL provides a sensitive measure of hepatic
excretory function and cholestasis; and NLR represents systemic inflammation and immune dysregulation, which are
increasingly recognized as key determinants of immunotherapy efficacy. By integrating tumor biology, liver function,
and host inflammatory status, the AADN score conceptually aligns with the multifactorial nature of outcomes in TACE-
ICI-TKI therapy. From a methodological standpoint, the authors identified AFP =100 ng/mL, ALP > 120 U/L, DBIL >
7.3 pmol/L, and NLR > 2.5 as independent predictors of overall survival in a cohort of 188 patients.

The score was derived from regression coefficients and applied to stratify patients into low-, intermediate-, and high-
risk groups, which demonstrated clearly separated survival curves in both the training and validation cohorts. The
reported area under the curve values exceeding 0.82 indicate good discriminatory performance. For practical
interpretation, it is important to clarify that the AADN score is a weighted model based on regression coefficients rather
than a simple unweighted summation of variables. Risk stratification thresholds were subsequently defined according to
the total score distribution, enabling categorization into prognostic groups. Explicit description of this calculation
framework is essential for readers seeking to understand how the score may be applied or reproduced in future studies.
When compared with existing prognostic systems such as the CRAFITY[6] and TAE[7] scores, the AADN score
demonstrated higher reported area under the curve values. However, these comparisons are based on literature-derived
performance metrics rather than direct head-to-head testing within the same patient cohort. Differences in development
populations, treatment regimens, and endpoint definitions should therefore be acknowledged, and claims of superiority
should be interpreted cautiously. The potential incremental value of AADN may plausibly relate to the inclusion of DBIL
as a more precise marker of hepatic functional reserve and to the combined assessment of inflammation and cholestasis,
but these hypotheses require formal comparative validation. Despite its strengths, several methodological considerations
warrant explicit discussion. The rationale for selected cutoff values, including AFP = 100 ng/mL and NLR > 2.5, is not
fully elucidated and may reflect data-driven optimization within a relatively modest sample size. This raises the po-
ssibility of overfitting, particularly given the limited number of events relative to predictors. In addition, details regarding
handling of missing data, model calibration, and decision-analytic performance were not extensively reported, limiting
assessment of clinical reliability beyond discrimination alone. These factors should be addressed in future studies to
strengthen confidence in the model. The clinical implications of the AADN score should therefore be framed as
exploratory rather than definitive. Rather than supporting immediate routine use, the score may serve as a tool for
hypothesis generation, trial stratification, or exploratory risk enrichment.

Importantly, all parameters are derived from routine laboratory testing, enabling dynamic longitudinal assessment
during treatment follow-up. From a mechanistic perspective, the strength of the AADN score rests on its foundation in
inflammation-immunity-liver function interplay, aligning with current understanding of the tumor-immune microenvir-
onment in HCCJ8].

Locoregional ischemia induced by TACE releases tumor antigens, while ICIs restore exhausted T-cell function and
TKIs modulate the vascular and immunologic milieu. In this complex setting, systemic inflammatory markers such as
NLR and hepatic function indicators like DBIL or ALP become not merely prognostic correlates but reflections of
therapeutic biology[9,10]. The AADN score thus operationalizes these interdependent processes into a practical
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quantitative tool.

Conceptually, low-risk patients might be considered suitable candidates for aggressive triple therapy, intermediate-risk
patients for close monitoring and early response assessment, and high-risk patients for alternative strategies or intensified
supportive care; however, such pathways remain hypothetical and require prospective testing.

In summary, Zhang et al[5] present a biologically plausible and accessible prognostic model for patients with uHCC
undergoing TACE-ICI-TKI therapy. The AADN score illustrates how routinely available laboratory data can be
integrated into a structured risk stratification framework. While promising, its role should currently be viewed as invest-
igational, pending prospective validation in larger, ethnically diverse, and treatment-heterogeneous cohorts. Such efforts
will be critical to determine whether the AADN score can ultimately contribute to precision-based decision-making in
advanced HCC.
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