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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This manuscript tackles an important and under-explored intersection in oncology and
gastroenterology: the management of peritoneal metastases (PM) in patients with
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD). While the topic is of interest and clinical relevance,
especially given the increasing use of cytoreductive surgery (CRS) and hyperthermic
intraperitoneal chemotherapy (HIPEC), the current version of the manuscript does not

meet the standards required for publication without substantial revision. My comments
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below are intended to be constructive and precise, in the spirit of helping the authors
strengthen their work.

Lack of Critical Synthesis

Although the manuscript offers a comprehensive summary of the literature, it often
reads more like a detailed medical student review than a critical synthesis by
experienced researchers. A review article should not only summarize studies but also
evaluate their design, strengths, limitations, and clinical implications. For instance, the
two studies referenced to compare IBD and non-IBD patients undergoing CRS/HIPEC
are presented descriptively without discussing selection bias, sample size limitations, or
methodological concerns that could influence interpretation. The authors should include
a more nuanced critique of the existing evidence.

Originality and Contribution to the Field

The manuscript does not offer new hypotheses, frameworks, or proposals for clinical
practice. While the topic is indeed niche and clinically valuable, the paper falls short in
pushing the conversation forward. I encourage the authors to consider adding a section
where they propose an algorithm for managing PM in IBD patients or a conceptual
model that differentiates these patients from the general population. The conclusion
should not merely summarize but outline a clear path for clinical innovation or research.
Redundancy and Structural Flow

Several parts of the manuscript, especially the “Management and Treatment” and
“Discussion” sections, include repetitive statements that could be condensed. For
example, the fact that only two studies exist on CRS/HIPEC in IBD patients is
mentioned at least four times. Transitions between sections are abrupt, and some
paragraphs begin without a topic sentence. The flow would be improved by clearer
transitions and more intentional structuring of arguments.

Abstract and Keywords
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The abstract is vague and does not reflect the structure or depth of the manuscript. The
IMRaD elements are not clearly addressed, and the main findings are not concisely
stated. The authors should rewrite the abstract to explicitly include aims, methods, key
findings, and conclusions. Also, keywords are incomplete. Terms such as “HIPEC,”
“CRS,” or “surveillance” are notably absent and should be included.

Language and Style

Despite the editing certificate provided, there are numerous grammatical errors,
awkward phrasings, and unclear sentences throughout the manuscript. Phrases like
“outcomes remain poorly,” or “prior surgeries and inflammatory tissue changes,” are
unclear and should be revised. The tone occasionally shifts from academic to colloquial,
which detracts from the overall professionalism of the work.

Tables and Figures

While the manuscript contains three useful tables comparing outcomes between IBD and
non-IBD cohorts, these are not effectively integrated into the text. The authors must refer
to the tables more directly in the body of the manuscript and provide interpretation of
their significance. Furthermore, tables lack footnotes explaining abbreviations (e.g., PCI,
CC-0) and should indicate statistical significance where applicable.

References and Citations

The references are comprehensive and mostly appropriate. However, a few newer
studies could have been included to update the discussion, especially in relation to
imaging modalities and biomarker development. Additionally, citations are sometimes
used in bulk to support broad claims without detailed engagement with the content of
the referenced works.

In conclusion, while the manuscript touches on an important clinical problem with
limited current guidance, it is currently not publication-ready. A major revision is

needed to improve scientific depth, analytical sharpness, writing quality, and originality
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of thought. I strongly encourage the authors to focus on developing a critical, rather than
merely descriptive, review that can truly contribute to advancing clinical care for this

high-risk patient population.



