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Comments to the authors
This Letter to the Editor addresses an important and timely topic: the role of

image-guided thermal ablation (IGTA) in the management of colorectal cancer (CRC)
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patients with lung oligometastases, particularly in the setting of extrapulmonary disease.
The authors thoughtfully critique the recent multicenter study by Hu et al. and highlight
key limitations in diagnostic confirmation, imaging follow-up, lack of comparative
cohorts, omission of detailed imaging biomarkers, and small subgroup sizes. They also
propose forward-looking recommendations involving pathological validation,
functional imaging, inclusion of surgical or SBRT control groups, and larger
collaborative studies.

The letter is clearly written, well-structured, and offers constructive insights that
complement the original article. It appropriately frames the discussion within the
broader literature and provides practical directions for future research. Overall, this
submission is a strong contribution that enhances the scholarly dialogue around IGTA in
metastatic CRC.

I recommend acceptance after minor revisions to tighten the abstract, add a few more
targeted references, and balance the critique with acknowledgment of IGTA’s strengths.
Regarding this Letter to the Editor, some Weaknesses or Areas for Improvement are
listed below:

1. Overlap between abstract and body: Much of the abstract repeats content verbatim
from the main letter. Since Letters to the Editor are often brief, consider streamlining the
abstract to emphasize novelty and focus.

2. Depth of literature engagement: While several references are cited, the letter could
benefit from integrating more recent evidence on comparative outcomes of IGTA vs
SBRT or surgery, to strengthen the case for future randomized or matched studies.

3. Micro-level critique: Some limitations (e.g., imaging feature analysis of
necrosis/margins) could be further contextualized with supporting studies to
demonstrate their prognostic value in CRC metastases specifically, rather than

extrapolated from broader oncology contexts.
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4. Balance of discussion: The critique is heavily weighted toward limitations; adding a
brief acknowledgment of IGTA’s strengths (such as minimal invasiveness and
repeatability) within the main body (not only in the introduction) would provide better
balance.

Some of my specific comments are listed below:

1. Abstract: Recommend shortening to ~150 words, focusing on two or three key
limitations and one or two main future directions. Currently, it is almost as long as a
mini-review.

2. Paragraph 2 (Background): The section on CRC epidemiology and general treatment
could be abbreviated, as this is well-known to the readership.

3. Paragraph 4 (Limitations): The suggestion to incorporate radiomics could be more
specific—e.g., highlighting texture analysis or metabolic tumor volume as predictive
features.

4. Conclusion: Strong and well-formulated. Could benefit from emphasizing the
translational potential of integrating pathology + functional imaging to refine patient

selection, which is a central clinical challenge.
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Dear Author, Overall this manuscript 114727 title "Limitations and Future Directions of
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well-written and good formatting and no obvious grammatical errors detected. Authors

want to highlight the correlation of Limitations and Future Directions of Image-Guided
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