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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

1. There are some grammatical, alignments and typographical errors are noted in the
manuscript and it should be thoroughly checked and corrected throughout the
manuscript. For example, the words “of World” may be as “of the World”; “double

stranded” as “double-stranded”; “Additionally STING” as “Additionally, STING”; “and

v, u

predictive” as “and the predictive”; “anti-proliferative” as “antiproliferative”; “HBeAg,

.,

HBsAg” as “HBeAg, and HBsAg”; “in prevention” as “in the prevention”; “study it” as

.o

“study, it”; “correlation with” as “correlation between”. 2. The use of abbreviations in

the abstract section may distract readers who wish to quickly skim through several
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publications before deciding to read one in full. It may therefore help to write out terms
fully in this section (For example, IRF3, NF-kB). 3. Check the abbreviations throughout
the manuscript and introduce the abbreviation when the full word appears the first time
in the abstract and the remaining for the text and then use only the abbreviation (For
example, hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), etc.,). Make a word abbreviated in the article
that is repeated at least three times in the text, not all words to be abbreviated. 4. The
introduction part appears less informative about “Hepatitis B virus” thus this section
should be indicated as detailed to understand the manuscript in clear since the main
objectives is focused on hepatitis B virus with recent references. 5. In introduction, the
authors may cite prevalence or incidence data “Hepatitis B virus” and it should be in
either 2023 or 2024. 6. The initial cited with reference in the text should be removed and
should be in the author instruction of the journal (For example, “Xu ZY et al. [3]”) and it
should also be checked all over the manuscript. 7. The old cited literature need to delete
from references and cite most recent literature, especially last 2 years for wide reader

interest.



7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite

B a . S h I d e n g 160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA
Pu bllShll'l g Telephone: +1-925-399-1568

E-mail: office@baishideng.com

3“i5hid9“9® G roup https:/ /www.wjgnet.com

PEER-REVIEW REPORT

Name of journal: World Journal of Hepatology

Manuscript NO: 106493

Title: Silent Sabotage: How HBV-miR-3 Disarms Innate Immunity Through
cGAS-STING Suppression

Provenance and peer review: Invited Manuscript; Externally peer reviewed

Peer-review model: Single blind

Reviewer’s code: 05595837
Position: Peer Reviewer

Academic degree and professional title: Associate Professor, CCST, Consultant, FACP,
FRCP, FRCPE, MD, MRCP

Reviewer’s Country/Territory: United Kingdom

Author’s Country/Territory: United States

Manuscript submission date: 2025-02-27

Reviewer chosen by: Hong-Xin Jiang

Reviewer accepted review: 2025-03-03 01:42

Reviewer performed review: 2025-03-09 22:50

Review time: 6 Days and 21 Hours

Does the manuscript’s content fall within the scope of
the journal? Yes

Is there any Key Word that is not included in the
manuscript title? Yes

Content to be reviewed
Do authors’ affiliations correspond to the content of the
manuscript? Yes

Does the Abstract contain the contents of each part of

the manuscript (IMRaD)? Yes




J3aishideng® Group

Baishideng
'Publishin Y Telephone: +1-925-399-1568

7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite
160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA

E-mail: office@baishideng.com

https:/ /www.wjgnet.com

Are the Key Words complete? Yes

Is the content of the Introduction adequate? Yes

Is the content of the Materials and Methods complete?
Yes

Is the description of the experiments clear and
complete? Yes

Are the experimental data presented in the
manuscript’s biostatistics content reliable? Yes

Are the experimental data of the Results true and
reliable? Yes

Are the quality and resolution of the images up to
standard? Yes

Do the selection and design of the figures and tables
follow the principles of necessity and clarity? Yes

Is there any duplication between various parts of the
manuscript and between the main text and the content
presented in the figures and tables? No

Are the figures and tables numbered consecutively in
the order in which they appear in the manuscript? Yes
Is the content of the Discussion reasonable? Yes

Is the Conclusion reasonable? Yes

Are all references necessary and reasonable? Yes

Do authors omit important references? Yes

Are all references related to the topic of the
manuscript? Yes

Do authors only cite their own earlier publications? No
Is the manuscript’s text correct, concise, and clear? Yes
Will the manuscript’s content be of interest to readers?
Yes

Are additional experiments needed for the study? No




JRaishideng® Group

Baishideng
Publishing

7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite
160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA
Telephone: +1-925-399-1568
E-mail: office@baishideng.com

https:/ /www.wjgnet.com

Does the research scope comply with ethics? Yes

Scientific quality

Grade A (Excellent)

Novelty of this manuscript

Grade B (Very Good)

Creativity or innovation of this

manuscript

Grade B (Very Good)

Scientific significance of the conclusion

in this manuscript

Grade A (Excellent)

Language quality Grade A (Excellent)
Does this manuscript describe a study of v

es
the existing knowledge system?
Does this manuscript report a N

o
revolutionary innovation?
Does this manuscript report an N

0
unconventional innovation?
Conclusion Accept
Re-review No

Peer-reviewer statements

Peer-Review: Onymous

Conflicts-of-Interest: No

SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This editorial by Ansari and Twohig provides a comprehensive analysis of the recent
article by Xu ZY et al. in the World Journal of Hepatology. It effectively synthesizes
current knowledge on Hepatitis B virus (HBV) immune evasion mechanisms, focusing
on the novel role of HBV-miR-3 in suppressing the cGAS-STING-IFN signaling pathway.
The authors explain how HBV-miR-3 targets key components of the innate immune
response, specifically cGAS and STING, disrupting the production of type I interferons.

This explanation provides a solid foundation for understanding the virus's persistence in
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chronic infections. The editorial effectively links the suppression of the
cGAS-STING-IEN pathway to clinical outcomes, including increased risk of liver fibrosis,
cirrhosis, and hepatocellular carcinoma. The editorial excels in contextualizing the
tindings within the current landscape of HBV research, drawing connections to other
recent studies, such as the multi-center clinical trial investigating HBV-miR-3 as a
predictor of treatment response to PeglFN-alpha. This integration of multiple research
perspectives strengthens the editorial's impact. The discussion of potential therapeutic
implications is particularly valuable, highlighting the possibility of targeting HBV-miR-3
or reactivating the cGAS-STING-IFN pathway. This forward-looking perspective could
guide future research and drug development efforts. The editorial's structure is logical
and well-organized, guiding the reader through complex concepts with clarity. The use
of a core tip effectively summarizes the key points, making the content more accessible
to a broader audience. While strong overall, the editorial could potentially benefit from a
brief discussion of the limitations of the current research or areas that require further
investigation. This would provide a more balanced view and highlight opportunities for
future studies. In conclusion, this editorial makes a significant contribution to the field
by elucidating a critical mechanism of HBV immune evasion and its implications for
chronic infection and disease progression. Its clear exposition, integration of recent
research, and discussion of therapeutic potential make it a valuable addition to the
literature on HBV pathogenesis and treatment strategies. The editorial is well-suited for
publication in the World Journal of Hepatology and will likely be of great interest to

researchers and clinicians in the field of hepatology.
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