Informed Consent Statement

Informed consent was not required for this retrospective analysis of fully deidentified
administrative data. The NIS dataset contains no direct patient identifiers (e.qg.,
names, addresses, medical record numbers) and complies with the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) Privacy Rule’s deidentification standards
(45 CFR §164.514(a)). HCUP protocols prohibit attempts to reidentify individuals,
ensuring patient confidentiality. All analyses were conducted in accordance with
ethical research principles outlined in the Declaration of Helsinki and the HCUP Data
Use Agreement.




