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Abstract

T helper 17 (Th17) cells are a newly defined sub-
set of CD4" effecter T cells characterized by the
secretion of interleukin 17 (IL-17) and transcrip-
tion factor RORy. They play significant roles in
the pathogenesis of various tumors and bacterial
infectious diseases. Gastric carcinoma is closely
related to Helicobacter pylori (H. pylori) infection
and has a very high mortality. Evidence shows
that both Th17 and IL-17 play critical roles in
the pathogenesis of H. pylori-associated gastric
carcinoma and precancerous lesions. Elucidation
of the roles of Th17 and IL-17 in H. pylori-related
gastric carcinogenesis will provide new clues to
the early diagnosis, personalized prevention and
immunotherapy, vaccination and prognostic
evaluation of gastric carcinoma.
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