
March 29, 2025 

 

To, 

The Editors 

World Journal of Hepatology 

 

Thank you for your response to our editorial manuscript 106493, ‘Silent Sabotage: How HBV-

miR-3 Disarms Innate Immunity Through cGAS-STING Suppression’ which we are submitting 

as an invited manuscript to accompany the article “Hepatitis B virus confers innate immunity 

evasion through hepatitis B virus-miR-3 down-regulation of cGAS-Sting-IFN signaling” by Xu 

et al. in the World Journal of Hepatology. 

 

We appreciated the time and recommendations by the editors and reviewers and are grateful for 

the opportunity to submit our revised editorial for consideration in your esteemed journal. We 

address each comment below, noting the changes and revisions made to the manuscript. 

Corresponding changes are also highlighted in the manuscript file. A clean copy of the revised 

manuscript is also included. 

 

Reviewer #1 

 

Comment 1: While strong overall, the editorial could potentially benefit from a brief discussion 

of the limitations of the current research or areas that require further investigation. This would 

provide a more balanced view and highlight opportunities for future studies.  

 

Response: We thank the reviewer for this suggestion. Further discussion of the limitations has 

been added to the manuscript.  

 

Reviewer #2 

 

Comment 1: There are some grammatical, alignments and typographical errors are noted in the 

manuscript and it should be thoroughly checked and corrected throughout the manuscript. For 

example, the words “of World” may be as “of the World”; “double stranded” as “double-

stranded”; “Additionally STING” as “Additionally, STING”; “and predictive” as “and the 

predictive”; “anti-proliferative” as “antiproliferative”; “HBeAg, HBsAg” as “HBeAg, and 

HBsAg”; “in prevention” as “in the prevention”; “study it” as “study, it”; “correlation with” as 

“correlation between”.  

 

Response: Thank you for this grammatical and editorial feedback. All grammatical, alignment, 

typographical errors have been adjusted as suggested.  

 

Comment 2:  The use of abbreviations in the abstract section may distract readers who wish to 

quickly skim through several publications before deciding to read one in full. It may therefore 

help to write out terms fully in this section (For example, IRF3, NF-κB).  

 

Response: This is a great suggestion. Abbreviations in the abstract have been changed to include 

the full word.  



 

Comment 3: Check the abbreviations throughout the manuscript and introduce the abbreviation 

when the full word appears the first time in the abstract and the remaining for the text and then 

use only the abbreviation (For example, hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), etc.,). Make a word 

abbreviated in the article that is repeated at least three times in the text, not all words to be 

abbreviated.  

 

Response: Thank you for this recommendation. All abbreviations have been revised.  

 

Comment 4:  The introduction part appears less informative about “Hepatitis B virus” thus this 

section should be indicated as detailed to understand the manuscript in clear since the main 

objectives is focused on hepatitis B virus with recent references.  

 

Response:  We have adjusted the introduction section to include the abbreviation of HBV to 

Hepatitis B Virus, to make it more clear to the reader. 

 

Comment 5: In introduction, the authors may cite prevalence or incidence data “Hepatitis B 

virus” and it should be in either 2023 or 2024.  

 

Response: The most current published data that can be located by the authors is from 2022, 

which has been updated in the introduction. 

 

Comment 6: The initial cited with reference in the text should be removed and should be in the 

author instruction of the journal (For example, “Xu ZY et al. [3]”) and it should also be checked 

all over the manuscript.  

 

Response: The article that this editorial comments on is reference [4] in our manuscript, and has 

been checked for consistency throughout the manuscript and in congruence with the reference 

list as well. 

 

Comment 7: The old cited literature need to delete from references and cite most recent 

literature, especially last 2 years for wide reader interest.  

 

Response: Thank you for this suggestion. Our citation list has been updated to more recent 

literature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Editor: 

Comment 1: The editorial could potentially benefit from a brief discussion of the limitations of 

the current research or areas that require further investigation;  

 

Response: Thank you for this recommendation. This has added in the manuscript.  

Comment 2: The introduction part appears less informative about “Hepatitis B virus” thus this 

section should be indicated as detailed to understand the manuscript in clear since the main 

objectives are focused on hepatitis B virus with recent references.  

Response: We have adjusted the introduction section to include the abbreviation of HBV to 

Hepatitis B Virus, to make it more clear to the reader. 

Comment 3: The old cited literature need to delete from references and cite most recent 

literature, especially last 2 years for wide reader interest. 

Response: This has been updated in the manuscript, the reference from 2017 has been updated to 

a reference from 2024.  

Comment 4: 

(3)Manuscript Type: After verification, the manuscript type is "Letter to the Editor".  

2 Specific comments  

(1) Country/Territory of origin: United States. 

(2) Manuscript Title: 

Except for capitalization of the first word, all other words are represented in lowercase. 

Response: This has been corrected in the manuscript. 

 

Comment 5: Please add “Author list”. Author names (unabbreviated) should be given as first 

name, middle name initial (with no period) and family (sur)name, and typed in bold with the 

first letter of each capitalized.  

Response: This has been corrected in the manuscript. 

 

Comment 6: Authors and institution(s): Author names should be written out first and typed in 

bold, followed by a comma and the complete name of the affiliated institution, city, 

province/state, postcode and country typed in non-bold. Examples for authors name and 

institutions are:  



Nida Ansari, Internal Medicine, St. Joseph’s University Medical Center, Paterson, NJ 07504, 

United States 

Response: This has been corrected in the manuscript. 

Comment 7: The “Key Words” does not meet the requirements: The first letter of each 

keyword will be capitalized, and each keyword will be separated by a semicolon, with no 

terminal period. An example of correct formatting is: Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease; 

Alcoholic liver disease; Non-alcoholic steatohepatitis; Insulin resistance; Oxidative stress. 

Response: This has been corrected in the manuscript. 

Comment 8: Audio Core Tip. In order to attract readers to read the full-text article, we request 

that the first author make an audio file describing the final core tip. This audio file will be 

published online, along with the article. The author can invite English language editing 

company to assist in resolving the language issues of Audio Core Tip. 

Response: An Audio file of the final core tip has been added.  

 

Comment 9: 

Reference numbers in the main text. The name of the author(s) of a reference is listed in the 

sentence, the reference number should be placed immediately after the author(s) of the reference. 

Example: Mandal et al[8] proposed that retractor aponeurosis disinsertion is the most likely 

cause of congenital low lid entropion. 

Response: This has been updated in the manuscript.  

 

Comment 10: There are issues with the references:  Please provide the PMID numbers 

(https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/) to the reference list and list all authors of the references. If a 

reference has no PMID, please provide the source website address of this reference.  To ensure 

the accuracy of the references, please use "Edit References by Auto-Analyser" 

(https://www.f6publishing.com/Forms/main/ArticleReferenceTool.aspx) to edit the references of 

the manuscript. 

Response: This has been updated in the manuscript.  

 

https://www.f6publishing.com/Forms/main/ArticleReferenceTool.aspx


Comment 11: The WJH article which this editorial discussed has been listed in the references 

list (Ref. 3). Please quote in the correct format <Xu ZY, Gao JS, He Y, Xiao XQ, Gong GZ, 

Zhang M. Hepatitis B virus confers innate immunity evasion through hepatitis B virus-miR-3 

down-regulation of cGAS-Sting-IFN signaling. World J Hepatol 2025; 17: 99292 [PMID: 

40027574 DOI: 10.4254/wjh.v17.i2.99292]>. 

Response: This has been updated in the manuscript. 

 

Comment 12: The main text contains (1) INTRODUCTION; (2) CUSTOMIZED TITLES; 

and (3) CONCLUSION. 

Response: This has been updated in the manuscript.  

 

The authors once again thank the reviewers and editors for their time and consideration of our 

revised manuscript. We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Patrick Twohig, MD, MPH 

Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology 

University of Rochester Medical Center 

601 Elmwood Avenue, Rochester NY, USA, 14682 

E-mail: Patrick_twohig@urmc.rochester.edu 

  



 

Round 2  

Reviewer #1 Comment 1: 1. There are some grammatical, alignments and typographical errors 

are noted in the manuscript and it should be thoroughly checked and corrected throughout the 

manuscript. For example, the words “promotes transcription” may be as “promotes the 

transcription”; “Additionally this” as “Additionally, this”; “HBeAg positive patient” as “HBeAg-

positive patients”; “HBeAg negative” as “HBeAg-negative”; “had a poor” as “had poor”; 

“Although, while” as “Although,”; “lack of” as “a lack of”; “this are” as “this is or these are” 

Response: I have made the appropriate changes, I tried to identify any additional errors as much 

as possible. Comment 2: This suggestion is not carried properly and it should be rectified (Check 

the abbreviations throughout the manuscript and introduce the abbreviation when the full word 

appears the first time in the abstract and the remaining for the text and then use only the 

abbreviation (For example, hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). Response: I removed all initial 

abbreviations in the abstract and placed the initial abbreviate in the body. Comment 2: The body 

of the article is a response to the reviewer, please verify that the body is accurate? Response: No, 

that was there by mistake, my apologies. The authors once again thank the reviewers and editors 

for their time and consideration of our revised manuscript. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, Patrick Twohig, MD, MPH Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology University of 

Rochester Medical Center 601 Elmwood Avenue, Rochester NY, USA, 14682 E-mail: 

Patrick_twohig@urmc.rochester.edu 4453-HBV Editorial with Edits 


