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Abstract

Epstein-Barr virus (EBV), discovered >40 years
ago from a Burkitt's lymphoma biopsy, was the
first virus to be directly associated with human
cancer. It is a ubiquitous human pathogen that
usually maintains a harmonious relationship
with its host. Rarely, this host-virus balance is
perturbed, causing a diverse group of malignan-
cies in both immunocompetent and immunosup-
pressed patients. The association of EBV with
epithelial cell tumors, specifically nasopharyn-
geal carcinoma and EBV-positive gastric carci-
noma, is less clear and is currently considered to
be a consequence of the aberrant establishment
of virus latency in epithelial cells displaying pre-
malignant genetic changes. About 10% of gastric
carcinomas harbor clonal EBV. In this paper,
we discuss the roles of EBV in gastric carcino-
genesis, reviewing mainly epidemiological and
clinicopathological studies.
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