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Dear Sir,
Thank you very much for the work you have done to improve our manuscript.
Answers to your additional comments:

1. The images 1-2 belong to the institution of the authors, as the museum and the library are part of it. For image 3, we got the
permission of the author of the fixator to publish it and there is reference to the patent and the acknowlegement statement in
the text. Image 4 belongs to the first author of the manuscript.

Figure 1 The first version of the Ilizarov apparatus (Courtesy of the Kurgan

Ilizarov Center Museum).
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Figure 2 The first page of the report “New principles of osteosynthesis
employing crossed wires and rings” published by Ilizarov GA in 1954

(Courtesy of the Kurgan Ilizarov Center scientific library).



Figure 3 Compression-distraction apparatus for external fixation featuring
six degrees of freedom[47]. Citation: Matsukatov FA. Compression-distraction
apparatus for external fixation and method of closed reduction of bone and
bone fragments. Euroasian patent register.

https:/ /old.eapo.org/en/patents/reestr/ patent.php?id=45163. Copyright

©The Author(s) 2023 (Supplementary material).
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Dear Editor,
| confirm that the authors of this study have got my permission to publish the photo of

the expernal fixator patented to my name in your journal (Image 3).

Yous sincerely,
Fedor Matsukatov

Orthopaedic surgeon




