CONSORT Flow Diagram

Patients screened for eligibility

between January 2021 and January 2023
N = 697

Excluded (n = 596)

Did not meet inclusion criteria (n = 522):

Not pathologically confirmed GC/GE| adenocarcinoma [n = 102]

.

Not imaging-confirmed unresectable LA/metastatic [n = 92]

.

Did not receive 1st-line sintilimab + chemotherapy [n = 89]

.

No peripheral blood cytokines within 1 week [n = 121]

.

Received < 2 cycles of sintilimab [n = 62]

.

< 12 months post-curative surgery [n = 21]

HER2-positive [n = 35]

Met exclusion criteria (n = 74):

-

Prior antitumor therapy [n = 12]

Steroid / immunosuppressive / anti-inflammatory use [n = 25]

Histary of autoimmune diseases [n = 7]

.

Active severe infection / systemic inflammation [n = 15]

Severe cardiac / hepatic / renal dysfunction [n = 9]

.

Incomplete clinical data [n = 6]

Patients included in the final

retrospective analysis

N =101

GC = Gastric Cancer | GEJ = Gastroesophageal Junction | LA = Locally Advanced | HER2 = Human Epidermal Growth Factor Receptor 2

Supplementary Figure 1 The detailed patient selection and exclusion process

is illustrated in the patient flow diagram.
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