
Statement on Informed Consent

This study was conducted using data from the Scientific Registry of Transplant

Recipients (SRTR), which contains de-identified health information on all transplant

candidates, recipients, and donors in the United States since 1987. The SRTR data are

collected and maintained for public health and research purposes under federal

mandate, and the use of these data for research is governed by data use agreements that

protect patient confidentiality.

As this was a retrospective cohort study using de-identified registry data, no direct

patient contact occurred, and individual informed consent was not required. The study

was reviewed by the Institutional Review Board at University of California, Irvine

(#4474), which determined it to be exempt from full review under federal exemption

criteria for secondary research involving existing data.
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